
Life Enrichment 
2025 Fall Schedule 
 

August 27 

9:30 “Accepting Change: The Key to 

Bethel’s Journey,” Dr. Jon C. Gering, 

president, Bethel College, North New-

ton  

10:50 “Hidden Connection: The Bethel Bell 

and Brown vs. Board of Education in 

the Supreme Court,” Levi H. Goossen, 

attorney, Goossen Law Office, Newton  

September 3 

9:30 “Experiences Traveling to Tbilisi, Geor-

gia,” Kris Schmucker, collections man-

ager at Kauffman Museum, Goessel 

10:50 “Long-Lost Sisters,” Richard Hofer, re-

tired aerospace materials and process-

es engineer, Hillsboro  

September 10 

9:30 “Discovering the Blue Zones: Keys to 

Living Longer and Better,” Sharolyn 

Jackson, M.S., extension specialist, 

Family and Consumer Sciences, Kan-

sas State University, Manhattan  

10:50 “Chance Rides: Engineering the Design 

of Movement,” Kyle Penner, VP of engi-

neering, Chance Rides LLC, Wichita  

 

 

 

 

September 17 

9:30 “Mechanical Restorations Benefit Kansas 

MCC Sale,” Jerry Toews, retired band di-

rector and collector of early gas and steam 

engines, Goessel  

10:50 “Mask of the Deer Woman,” Laurie L. 

Dove, Native American researcher, writer 

and novelist, Valley Center  

September 24 

9:30 “Music Theater in the USA,” Dr. Doyle Pre-

heim, Goshen (Ind.) College professor 

emeritus of music, and Mary Jo Preheim, 

North Newton  

10:50 “Birds of Kansas,” Bob Gress, photogra-

pher, naturalist and retired director of Great 

Plains Nature Center, Wichita, and Peter 

Janzen, writer and field birder, Wichita  

October 1 

 FALL FEST, NO LIFE ENRICHMENT 

October 8 

9:30 “Peace Work in Chicago,” Mark Frey, fi-

nance manager/administrative coordinator, 

Community Peacemaker Teams, Chicago  

10:50 “Indigenous Residential Schools in Cana-

da,” Dr. Trent Voth, Bethel College assis-

tant professor of Bible and religion, 

Halstead  

 

October 15—LOCATION CHANGE: To-
day’s sessions will be in the Bethel College 
Mennonite Church sanctuary (2600 College 
Ave., North Newton). 

9:30 “Flour Power: the History of the Tortilla,” 

Gene Chavez, president of Chavez & 

Associates, Topeka. Humanities Kan-

sas Speakers Bureau presentation.  

 

10:50 “The Organ: for Worship, the Public 

Sphere, and Personal Enjoyment,” Dr. 

Will Wiebe-Friesen, Bethel College as-

sociate professor of chemistry, and co-

coordinator of music and organist, 

Bethel College Mennonite Church, 

North Newton  

October 22 

9:30 “The Dutch Golden Age: Mennonite to 

the Core,” Dr. Lauren Friesen, writer 

and retired professor of art, theater and 

religion, North Newton  

10:50 “Music in Prisons,” Holly Mulcahy, con-

certmaster, Wichita Symphony Orches-

tra, and executive director of Arts Ca-

pacity, Wichita  

October 29 

9:30 “IRC – International Rescue Commit-

tee,” Yeni Silva-Renteria, executive di-

rector, IRC, Wichita  

10:50 “Mapping the English Language: A 

Grammarian’s Quest,” Dan Flickinger, 

retired senior researcher, Stanford Uni-

versity Center for the Study of Lan-

guage and Information, North Newton  

Continued on back. 



 

November 5 

9:30 “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Jim 

Yoder, professor emeritus of chemistry, 

Hesston College  

10:50 “The OMEGA Project and the ReUse-It 

Center,” David Case, founder and direc-

tor, Live Free Ministries, and manager, 

The OMEGA Project, McPherson  

November 12 

9:30 “Faith, Family and 4/4 Time,” Eric 

Schrag, assistant administrator, Pine 

Village (Moundridge), Julianna (Schrag) 

Kaufman, Jacob Schrag and Timothy 

Schrag, Newton  

10:50 “Incident in the Congo,” Joe Peters, re-

tired, MCC Pax worker 1966-69, New-

ton  

November 19 

9:30 “Storytelling: People who grew up in 

different countries and how it influenced 

their lives,” Hugo Boschmann 

(Paraguay), North Newton, John 

Waltner (India), Hesston, and Heidi Re-

gier Kreider (Democratic Republic of 

Congo), North Newton 

10:50 “Music You’ll Want to Hear,” Dr. Russell 

Adrian, director of choral activities, Dr. 

Christina Liu, chair and associate pro-

fessor of music, and the Bethel College 

Concert Choir  

Life Enrichment 
Since 1974, Bethel College has sponsored Life 
Enrichment, supported by volunteers, registra-
tion fees and the generosity of speakers who 
share their talent and expertise without com-
pensation. 

This series is especially designed for adults 
age 60 and over. 

The schedule is also available at 
www.bethelks.edu/life-enrichment 

Cost: $40 per semester or $4 per week 

Time: Wednesdays, 9:30–11:50 a.m. 

Location: All sessions will be in Krehbiel Audi-
torium in Luyken Fine Arts Center at Bethel 
College unless otherwise indicated. 

Donations help cover our costs for coffee and 
cookies. 

Lunch is served in the Schultz Student Center 
cafeteria, “The Caf.” 

Lunch cost: $7 full meal; $5 soup/salad/
dessert 

Please purchase tickets for lunch by 10:30 
a.m. with cash or check payable to “Elior Colle-
giate Dining.” 

Life Enrichment Committee:  
Byron Ediger, chair 
Judy Friesen, vice-chair 
Peter C. Preheim 
Mary Jo Preheim 
Hugo Boschmann 
Carol Duerksen 

300 East 27th Street 

North Newton, Kansas 

67117-1716 
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