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“I am grateful for those of you who give generously of your 
time, talents, and treasure in the spirit of praxis — service to 
others and to Bethel College. I appreciate the many volunteers 
who plant flowers, serve as host families, work on the college 
grounds, and connect the college to the broader community and 
region. And I continue to be inspired by those of you who extend 
the college to the broader world through actions and deeds.”

Thinking, making, doing 
by Jon C. Gering, Ph.D.

 The 2017-18 year was an exciting time of transition and accomplishment at Bethel College. We brought in a class of 190 
new students in fall 2017, bringing our total enrollment to 503. The Board of Directors approved a new capital campaign: 
Engage the Future — Strengthening Minds, Bodies and Communities. John Sheriff, Ph.D. completed his third term as interim 
president and was thanked for his 50 years of dedicated service to Bethel at a gala in April.
 We continued with long-standing traditions of excellence, including January interim trips to Mexico, Germany, Texas, and 
throughout Europe. Sixteen students attended the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), a remarkable 
number given Bethel’s overall enrollment. We celebrated student scholarship and performance at our annual URICA sympo-
sium. Our exceptional convocation series continued with speakers such as Jalane Schmidt ’91, a Black Lives Matter activist 
and associate professor of religious studies at the University of Virginia, and Mark McCormick, former executive director of 
The Kansas African American Museum and currently director of communications for the ACLU of Kansas.
 We also established new practices and relationships. We continue to develop our capacity for online courses, and success-
fully graduated 33 RN-to-BSN students. We signed a memorandum of understanding for cooperative work with the Univer-
sity of Sciences and Arts in Chiapas, Mexico (UNICACH). We hosted the Mennonites and the Holocaust conference that was 
attended by more than 200 people. And we continue to explore new degree programs so that our students have employment 
opportunities in high-need fields.
 But simply listing these accomplishments undervalues their significance in the broader context of college life.
 In his book Why Choose the Liberal Arts?, Mark W. Roche explicates the threefold value of a liberal arts education: 
knowledge, production, and love. These values can be understood by their Greek words of origin. Theoria is “thinking.” It 
includes knowledge and contemplation and a longing to understand the world. The content of academic disciplines — what 
students learn in class — is included in this value. Poiesis corresponds to “production and making.” This value is the practical 
skill set — converting knowledge to production as a means to an end; it is technical expertise. Praxis corresponds to “doing,” 
or engaging the world to enact ideas without concern for practical purposes.
 Roche privileges praxis among Aristotle’s virtues because it is applied to humanity and done without a means to an end. 
Praxis is “love” because we deploy our intellectual capacities for reasons greater than ourselves. This recognition of greater 
purpose and service to others is a central theme at Bethel College.
 I am grateful for those of you who give generously of your time, talents, and treasure in the spirit of praxis — service to 
others and to Bethel College. I appreciate the many volunteers who plant flowers, serve as host families, work on the college 
grounds, and connect the college to the broader community and region. And I continue to be inspired by those of you who 
extend the college to the broader world through actions and deeds.
 As we enter into a new fiscal year, I am excited about the future of Bethel College. I look forward to working with you.

With anticipation,
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TAKE NOTE}

VADA SNIDER

 For the first time in Bethel 
athletics history, a team has 
received the national “Champions of 
Character” award. The NAIA named the 
Bethel golf program the Buffalo Funds 
Five-Star Champions of Character Team 
for the spring 2018 season. In addition, 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.81, the golf 
team led all other programs 
in the NAIA academically.

 The 2018 Seth Dunn Memo-
rial Award, named for the Bethel 
senior who died in an accident in 2011, 
and given on the basis of service to cam-
pus and community, went to graduating 
senior Julio Martinez, Phoenix.

 Bethel held the first-ever 
graduation for the RN-to-
BSN program June 26 in Overland 
Park, with 33 students completing their 
bachelor’s degrees in nursing.

 Parker Austin, golf, and Ryan 
LaCombe and Tyler Shima, men’s tennis, 
were named 2017-18 Google Cloud 

Academic All-District® First-
Team selections, Men’s At-Large Team, 
for combined performance in athletics 
and academics, by the College Sports In-
formation Directors of America (CoSIDA).

 Seven students received 
2018 URICA Summer Fellow-
ship grants (URICA=Undergraduate 
Research, Internships and Creative 
Activity): Tawon Green and Cassie 
Voth in psychology, Emily Kondziola in 
communication studies, Alec Loganbill 
in history and peace studies, Elizabeth 
Ratzlaff in English, Randall Schmidt in 
natural sciences and Jayce Yoder in Bible 
and religion.

 With cumulative GPAs of 3.5 or 
higher, these students are 2017-18 
Daktronics-NAIA All-Amer-
ica Scholar-Athletes: men’s 
basketball, Chase Banister and Trey Sleep; 
women’s basketball, Ciara Mckinney, 
Kylee Schunn, Riley Schmieder and 
Michelle Schrag; competitive cheer, Lily 

Funk; women’s cross country, Kiley Varney 
and SkyLa O’Neal; golf, Sam Bertholf, 
Connor Mickens and Chase Sparks; men’s 
soccer, Randall Schmidt; women’s soccer, 
Elise Gerlach, Jessica Krestine and Lacy 
Pfannenstiel; softball, Jeni Reichenberger, 
Alyssa Sullivan, Madison McDowell and 
Schrag; men’s tennis, Tyler Shima, Grant 
Bellar and Gabe Johnson; women’s 
tennis, Kimberly Buzbee and Breanne 
Rogers; men’s track, Heath Goertzen; and 
volleyball, Reichenberger, Taylor Buessing 
and Anna Stucky.

 Junior Sarah Balzer won first 
place in Bethel’s C. Henry Smith Peace 
Oration Contest, sponsored at Bethel 
by KIPCOR and overall by Mennonite 
Central Committee. Her speech, “Environ-
mental Equality in an Age of Plastics,” 
talked about how lifestyle changes, some 
of them simple, can be ways to make 
peace locally and globally.

 The John O. ’39 and Esther 
Schrag ’38 Helping Hand 

Award, given annually to a staff or 
faculty member nominated through a 
student-written essay, went this year to 
Gregg Dick ’87, controller and head golf 
coach. One of his team members, Nathan 
Gamache, nominated Dick.

 Academic Dean Robert Milliman, 
Ph.D, presented the 2018 Ralph P. 
Schrag Distinguished Teach-
ing Award to Kip Wedel, Ph.D, 
associate professor of history and peace 
studies, at commencement.

 The American Association for State 
and Local History (AASLH) has presented 
Kauffman Museum an Award of 
Merit for its traveling exhibit “Sorting 
Out Race: Examining Racial Identity and 
Stereotypes in Thrift Store Donations” (to 
be given at the AASLH annual meeting 
in September). The AASLH “Leadership in 
History Awards” is the most prestigious 
recognition for achievement in the 
preservation and interpretation of state 
and local history.

The Thresher Award is Bethel’s highest honor for academic 

achievement. Matthew Lind (music), Harrisonburg, Virginia, and 

Newton, graduated with a double major in music and math, 

and plans to spend the next year practicing his music and audi-

tioning for graduate schools. Westen Gesell (music), Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, another double major, in music and biology, will en-

ter a graduate program in jazz at Wichita State University this 

fall. Kylee Schunn (social work), Whitewater, graduated with a 

degree in social work and will be a volunteer in New York City 

with Mennonite Voluntary Service. Austin Regier (social work/

Bible and religion), Newton, a double major in social work and 

Bible and religion, will enter a Masters of Social Work pro-

gram through the University of Kansas this fall, for which he is 

already serving an internship with the Community Engagement 

Institute in Wichita.
The 2018 Thresher Award winners, with professors, from left: Jennifer Chappell 

Deckert ’96 (social work), Kylee Schunn, Ada Schmidt-Tieszen ’74, Ph.D. (social 

work), Austin Regier, Patty Shelly ’76, Ph.D. (Bible and religion), Westen Gesell, 

James Pisano (music), Matt Lind and William Eash, D.M.A. (music).
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Sweat equity

Although every Bethel major requires some kind of 
practical application of learning before graduation, 
nowhere is this more true than in the professional 

programs — athletic training, nursing, social work and 
teacher education. Students who complete these programs 
will have pretty much experienced what it’s like to do the 
job they’ve been preparing for.

MUSIC EDUCATION

 Evan Koch, a Colorado native who now lives in 
North Newton, received his education certification in 
fall 2017. His Bethel degree, with which he graduated 
in 2014, was music (trumpet performance). It gave him 
a taste of what would come a bit later — the teaching 
profession.
 “I had taught lessons and I had done some conducting 
at the end of my time at Bethel,” Evan says. 
 He then went to graduate school for trumpet perfor-
mance, only to discover it wasn’t where his heart was. He 
returned to south-central Kansas and “started playing jazz 

again. Jim Pisano [Bethel director of jazz studies] suggested 
I could probably complete [the requirements for] Bethel’s 
teacher education program pretty easily” — and because of 
that previous short experience, he thought it sounded like a 
good path to follow.
 Music education majors at Bethel are qualified from 
kindergarten through high school and do their student 
teaching in at least two grade/age areas. Evan’s placement 
in the Goessel district meant he could cover the gamut all 
in one place.
 “Since I was in a small district, I worked with 5th- 
through 12th-grade band, going back and forth between 
elementary and high school,” Evan says. His supervising/
mentor teacher, Scott Taylor, has been teaching for 30 years, 
five of them at Goessel.
 “He was [helpful] for knowing the ins and outs, espe-
cially with the younger students. Teaching fifth-graders 
was especially valuable. The teacher made space for one-
on-one time with every student, which is uncommon. It 
meant I got to see beginners on every instrument, and also 
got to know the kids at more of a deeper level.

Robert Milliman, Ph.D, vice president for academic affairs, congratulates 2018 athletic training graduate Ciara Mckinney.

MELANIE ZUERCHER

VADA SNIDER

Students in professional programs find out first-hand what it really means to do their (aspired-
to) jobs.

ACTIVE LEARNING
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 “I worked mostly with instrumental [music] – but I did 
get to sub for Andrew Voth ’13 in 5th- to 12th-grade choir, 
and Marcia Brubaker in elementary choir.”
 Evan’s experience in a small rural district has posi-
tioned him well for his first full-time teaching job, starting 
this fall in Pretty Prairie, where he will be directing 5th- 
through 12th-grade band and choir. “What I did at Goessel 
was really good experience for that,” he says.
 “So much of teaching is responding to what’s happen-
ing in the classroom, responding to children,” Evan says. 
“You learn to interact with kids, build relationships with 
kids and manage kids. It’s different from lesson planning 
and theory.
 “My mentor teacher was helpful because he let me do 
anything and everything. He threw me in and let me lead 
the class pretty early on. He didn’t always tell me right 
away what I was doing wrong — he would leave it to me 
to figure it out. I found that to be very helpful.” 
 Student teaching also showed Evan how teaching 
music is different from making music. 

SOCIAL WORK

 For Kylee Schunn, Whitewater, her social work practi-
cum wasn’t as much about motivating but it was definitely 
focused on relationship-building. Kylee graduated this 
past May, following an internship with the Child Advocacy 
Center of Sedgwick County.

 “I worked directly with clients,” she says. “When a 
family came in with an abuse case, primarily childhood 
sexual assault, I was the first person to meet with the fam-
ily members, to take them to a room where they could be 
comfortable. I would talk to the family members while the 
child was in an interview with detectives or other workers.
 “I could give emotional support and also connect them 
with services like counseling.” If Kylee were the profes-
sional worker, she says, she would also build relationships 
with the child victim, “so they have someone they know 
and trust. In theory, I’d follow this all the way through the 
court case, but that would have taken longer than I had [in 
an internship].”
 She continues, “Had I not had this experience, I 
wouldn’t know who all was involved and what it takes. 
Wichita has a larger population, which unfortunately 
means a wider variety of abuse cases. There’s more diver-
sity in race, type of abuse, gender and background, and 
there are also more resources.”
 Out of college, Kylee is headed into a term with Men-
nonite Voluntary Service in New York City. Her placement 
is as a substitute teacher, intern with the counselor’s office 
and assistant girls basketball coach in a private urban high 
school.
 “Regardless of what job you’re in, you are going to 
have to work with people,” Kylee says. “Learning to assess 
the situation, identify the family’s need and what resources 
to access – that can apply to being in a classroom and meet-
ing the kids. You need to know how to connect with people 
individually and how to move a group forward.”

Evan Koch, top, plays his trumpet with Bethel Jazz Ensemble I (Andrew Thiesen 
’17 on trombone).

VADA SNIDER

“The goal of every class is to make music,” he says, 
“and it’s not about me. Maybe the biggest difference 
is that it’s about them doing it and helping them do 
it better. You’re not a performer —  you’re trying to 

inspire and motivate others to be musicians.” 

“At Bethel, you learn how to work with people, 
connect with people, who don’t look like you, 

talk like you or worship like you. That’s something 
Bethel does well, to give you real-life experience 

and to help you build connections to a wide variety 
of people so you can always find a familiar face  
in the community. Building connections is one of 

the most important things you can do.” 

Kylee Schunn, left, and classmate Kate Jolliff light candles during the 2018 bac-
calaureate service.       

VADA SNIDER
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ATHLETIC TRAINING
 
 Ciara Mckinney of Moore, Oklahoma, graduated in May 
from Bethel’s athletic training program. She described her 
senior field experience: “It’s in long-term therapy, for exam-
ple, an ACL tear. So you take if from post-op and rehab to 
being clear to play again. It can be six, seven, eightmonths.
 “In athletic training, you learn the muscles and bones, 
anatomy, therapeutic modalities, therapeutic exercises — 
and then the rehab is the test to see how well you retained 
and can apply all the information. A junior works with 
minor injuries like a sprained ankle, and you get a lot of 
input from the head trainer. With the long-term therapy, 
as a senior, you’re challenged to do it by yourself, with the 
supervision and back-up of the head trainer.”
 The athletic training senior practicum is more than just 
real-life — at Bethel, it can be focused on someone you 
know. “You usually work with an athlete who’s gotten 
injured while at Bethel, say a softball player who tore a 
labrum in the fall and gets surgery. Then an athletic training 
senior is designated to do her rehab.
 “The athlete I worked with got hurt right at the end of 
the fall semester. I was able to rehab her so she could get 
back in the spring semester.”
 Ciara’s practicum was clearly one of the high points of 
completing her major. 

 Ciara also recalls another important practical component 
for juniors and seniors in athletic training, on-site evalua-
tions. “That’s a higher stress situation, but it’s good expe-
rience. You learn to assess major things, check vitals and 
decide whether to transport the athlete off the court or field, 
and you have to be able to do this in high-pressure situations.
 “The first few times, you’re kind of freaking out, you’re 
scared, you don’t want to make a mistake. You think right 
away it’s something huge — broken or torn, not just a ham-
string strain, and you do not want to miss something.
 “With the program throwing you out there constantly, 
over and over, with practice and games every other day, 
doing evaluations all the time, you’re calmer and can be 
more accurate. You’ve done it before.” 

NURSING

 A unique piece of Bethel’s nursing curriculum also 
teaches students how to react and perform in high-stress 
situations. That’s the annual “disaster simulation,” in 

which an event such as an accident with multiple casual-
ties is staged.
 “The purpose is to put you out into the nursing 
world having experienced a wide variety of things,” says 
Autumn Walton, Belleville, who just graduated from the 
nursing program. “It would almost be like nothing could 
really surprise you or catch you off guard that much. [This 
simulation] is to see how you’d react in a disaster situa-
tion.”
 Autumn was also part of this teaching event as a junior. 
“They said this year’s would be completely different, and 
it was,” she notes.

 “I was impressed with my classmates,” she contin-
ues. “Given the situation, we were all really able to hold 
our own, decide who was priority and take care of our 
‘patients’ in the best way we could.
 “I learned how to function on my own and how to 
[best use] the resources I did have. As a student nurse, 
sometimes you function on your own and sometimes you 
have to collaborate with other people. It helped me to learn 
when each was appropriate — when to say, ‘Hey, I kind 
of need some help to be able to do this,’ or ‘I think I can 
handle this — you go manage that.’ I learned, and then 
was able to solidify what I learned.”
 Whether it’s functioning in the midst of a “disaster” or 
doing a pediatrics rotation, experiential learning is abso-
lutely essential to nursing, Autumn says.

“You find out some things work and some don’t, why 
she isn’t progressing or why she’s progressing faster 

than normal. I want to go into physical therapy, so it’s 
a great experience I can put on my resume, that I’ve 

rehabbed a patient for six to seven months.”

“You have to analyze and think through whether 
this is something you’re willing to put the time and 

effort into. It’s completely doable — hundreds of 
people have done it from this very school — but it’s not 

something that will just be handed to you. You 
really have to have a heart for [nursing] in order 
to get out of [the program] what you should.”

 “If you do that, this is a great place to be. 
The people here will do whatever they can to 
make your dreams and aspirations a reality.”

Autumn Walton receives congratulations from President Jon Gering, Ph.D., at the 
2018 commencement ceremony.

VADA SNIDER
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DONOR GIFTS
In this report we have listed those who have given a gift to the 
college during the 2017-2018 fiscal year (July 1-June 30). The 
Advancement Team is grateful to our more than 1900 generous 
donors. Each gift is important to student success and ensures the 
existence of ongoing programs at Bethel College.  

President’s Circle donors contribute $5,000 or more annually in 
unrestricted gifts to the Bethel College Fund. In fiscal year 17-18 
this group of 97 members contributed a total of $1,910,315. The 

President’s Circle members are invited to several events during 
the year allowing interaction with the president or special guest 
presenters. The names of these individuals are in bold type in this 
year’s list.

A listing of donors can be found on the Bethel College website: 
www.bethelks.edu.

Deceased individuals are designated with ++ behind their name.
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President’s Circle ($5,000 or more to Bethel Fund) 97 $1,910,315.38

President’s Club ($1,000 or more) 409 $1,192,192.23

Leader’s Club ($500 - $999) 161 $84,981.33

Founders Club ($250 - $499) 201 $61,395.14

Century Club ($100 - $249) 552 $75,951.45

BETHEL COLLEGE 
FUND INITIATIVES

Unrestricted donations to the 

Bethel College Fund support 

students through: 

2011-12

$14,352,464

2012-13

$16,134,325

2013-14

$17,272,890

2014-15

$17,205,090

2016-17

$18,350,369

2017-18

$18,939,979

2015-16

$17,144,116

ALUMNI $1,653,726.68

BETHEL FAMILY $125,409.05

BOARD OF DIRECTORS $99,880.42

BUSINESS & CORPORATIONS $218,381.00

CHURCH $112,066.61

FRIENDS $122,308.76

FOUNDATIONS $774,890.61

ESTATES $238,626.47

KANSAS INDEPENDENT $138.54
COLLEGE FOUNDATION

BETHEL COLLEGE ENDOWMENT

CONSTITUENT GIVING $3,345,428.14

 student organizations

 campus ministries

 scholarships

 fine arts

 undergraduate research

 academic programs

 athletics

 student recruitment

 cross-cultural learning

 faculty development

 campus landscaping

 technology upgrades
  

 The Bethel College Fund 

bridges the gap between 

what students pay and the 

actual cost of their education. 

Unrestricted gifts assist every 

student at Bethel College.



A u g u s t  2 0 1 5 9A u g u s t  2 0 1 8 9

HERITAGE ROLL OF HONOR: 189 MEMBERS STRONG

The Heritage Roll of Honor recognizes, during their lifetimes, those individuals who remember 
Bethel in their estate plans. Membership in the Heritage Roll of Honor is open to persons who 
indicate they have made specific plans to provide for Bethel in one or more of the following ways:

 Specific provision by will

 Creation of a charitable trust

 Purchase of a charitable gift annuity

 Assignment of life insurance

 A gift of property with life estate reserved

 Designated beneficiary of retirement plan assets

• Anonymous (1)

• Marvin & Delores Bartel

• Miriam & John Claassen

• Henry Dodd & Kathie Hiebert-Dodd

• Duane & Lois Schroeder

• Amanda Bartel

• Darrel Doerksen

• Gordon Dyck

• Maxine Fast

• Wilda Goering

• Leo Goertz

• Lorraine (Holly) Keller

• Roland Krause

• Allen Reimer

• Milly Stucky

These friends of Bethel College extend their influence beyond their lifetimes. They ensure the mis-
sion of Bethel College. They motivate others to do likewise. They assure foundations, companies 
and accrediting agencies that Bethel College will exist for generations to come.

Annually, Bethel College holds a memorial service to recognize Heritage Roll of Honor members 
who have died during the year. The following were recognized in June 2018:

New Heritage Roll of Honor members are recognized annually during a reception. Bethel welcomes 
the following to the Heritage Roll of Honor:

HIGHLIGHTS}
ACTIVE LEARNING
• Philharmonia Orchestra plays at KMEA for first 

time ever. Wind Ensemble playing at KMEA 
gives world premiere of commissioned work 
by Ted King-Smith. Jazz Combo I, at KMEA, 
plays four original compositions (out of set list 
of five), by Westen Gesell ’18 and senior Neil 
Smucker.

• Entire forensics team qualifies for 2018 AFA-
NIET.

• Track team sets 15 indoor track and field 
school records.

• Freshman Abby Schmidt is awarded KCAC 
Women’s Basketball Player of Week eight times 
— six times for defensive play and twice for 
offensive.

• Sophomore Sarah Turner spends summer in 
Hawaii after successfully proposing an intern-
ship with a company that plans high-end 
destination weddings and special events.

2017-18 DONORS 

Anonymous (26) (4)

701 Cafe

Eleonore and John Aarsen

Joe and Sue Abbott

Thomas Abraham and 
Elizabeth Yoder

Dustin and Lindsay Abrahams

Dwayne and Ruth Abrahams

Ethel Abrahams Estate

Raymond and Sylvia 
Abrahams

Rex and DeVonne Abrahams

Gary and Mary Adams

Leslie Adams

Adrian & Pankratz

Duane and Sharon Adrian

Thomas and Ann Adrian

Diannia Affalter

Agape Therapy LLC

Joseph and Patricia Alba

Pat and Libby Albers

Kristen and Eric Allen

Rebecca and Howard Allison

AmazonSmile Foundation

AAUW - Newton Branch

American Online Giving 
Foundation

Anadarko Petroleum         
Corporation Matching Gifts

Heather Anderson

Kent and Susan Anderson

Nancy Anderson

Carl and Rosalind Andreas

Connirae and Steve Andreas

Edwin and Evelynn Andres

Eva Mae Andres

Homer and Elizabeth Andres

Karen and David Andres

Mark Andres and Andrea 
Schmidt Andres

Rick and Debra Andres

Tobie Andrews

Karla and Roger Anzzolin

Roxanne Arnel

Janelle Arnett-Campbell and 
Robert Campbell

Jayson and Lauren Artaz

Brent Auernheimer

Louise Auernheimer

Albert and Shannon Austin

Patricia Austin-Dillon

Axtell Clinic

LaVera and Phillip Ayers

Melinda and Darryl Baedke

Anne and Richard Bailey

Colin Bailey

Janet Bair

Elaine and James Baker

Mark Baldwin

Megan and Aaron Baldwin

David and Kristina Balzer

Marylin Balzer

Michael and Cynthia Banister

Steven and Sandra Banman

Meniza Bannister Carl and 
Brady Carl 

Thomas and Jeanne Banulski

Helen Bargen

Kacy and Dustin Barker

Amanda Bartel Estate

Gladwin and Lois Bartel

Harlan and Grace Bartel

John R and Lila Bartel

Lewis Bartel

Marvin and Delores Bartel

Olivia Bartel

Pat Bartel



10 B e t h e l  C o l l e g e  C o n t e x t

When did you get involved with the Bethel College Fund?
In 2009.

What attracted you to the cause?
We began co-pastoring together in 2009. We wanted to 

support our local college with strong ties to our area confer-
ence of churches, the Western District Conference. We saw a 
Bethel education making a genuine difference in church life, 
and had quite a few students attending Bethel.

Why do you donate to the Bethel College Fund?
While it is often fun to support particular causes at 

Bethel (such as Campus Ministries!), Bethel is a liberal arts 
institution. It’s the sum of everything, taken together, that 
produces the Bethel experience, as important as one’s area 
of focus is. Supporting the Bethel College Fund allows us to 
support all areas of the college’s operation, and, therefore the 
total student experience.

Does anyone in your life provide inspiration for you, that 
plays a role in supporting your involvement with the Bethel 
College Fund?

My dad, Les Goerzen ’76, has worked in the Bethel 
maintenance department since 1976. I grew up seeing my 
dad invest his career at Bethel, which was profoundly inspi-
rational!

Do you have an anecdote about Bethel College that has 
also inspired you?

Through general education courses in Bible and religion, 
and other opportunities for involvement, my faith deepened 
and broadened, and I experienced a call to Christian minis-
try, even while majoring in computer science.

During our time co-pastoring, 17 students from our con-
gregation [Grace Hill Mennonite Church in rural Newton] 
came through Bethel College. We got to watch these students 
grow into amazing young adult professionals who continue 
to contribute to their families and the communities and 
churches where they have landed.

In recent years, we’ve enjoyed seeing students from Tabor 
Mennonite Church [also in rural Newton, near Goessel, 
where Katherine now pastors and Peter’s home congrega-
tion] thrive at Bethel.

Do you have a message to share?
At Bethel, we work hard to stretch all our dollars and 

employee hours to produce an educational environment 
where our students can thrive as they grow spiritually, rela-
tionally, academically and professionally. Bethel continues to 
bless our churches and communities with Threshers. We’ve 
seen firsthand how Bethel can shape someone’s values and 
character. Even if Bethel doesn’t have a degree that a young 
person wants, the experience and well-rounded education 
that Bethel offers can serve graduates well regardless of jobs 
they may take in the future. Bethel’s education and faith 
formation have more of a lasting impact than a specialized 
degree, and serve one better in the long run.

Peter ‘07 and Katherine Goerzen, North Newton 
(Peter is Bethel campus pastor and instructor of Bible and religion.)
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When convo comes to class 

One thing common to every single Bethel student’s 
experience is convocation. Bethel students are 
known for asking good questions of their convo 

speakers — and some get the chance for an even more per-
sonal conversation when those speakers, or other visitors, 
come to class.
 Several students who commented on the value of having 
outside speakers in class noted the chance to have a more 
intimate encounter.
 “It’s a smaller setting than convocation,” says Devonte 
Singleton, senior from Los Angeles. “It’s more focused, you 
can hear better and you’re closer to the person, so naturally 
you pay more attention.”
 “It’s a smaller scale than convo,” says Elizabeth Friesen 
Birky, junior from Denver, and her classmate Austin Prouty, 
senior from Newton, added, “She talked about a lot of the 
same things but we could ask her questions in the class, 
especially some of the deeper questions students had, and 
hear her go more into depth.”
 Their class, Gender, Race and Media, had several guests 
during the spring 2018 semester — in this case, they were 

referring to Jalane Schmidt ’91, the April 16 convocation 
speaker. 
 Another member of that class, Nate Kroeker, senior from 
Augusta, says, “It helps deepen the convo experience. They 
can get more in-depth about what they’re passionate about 
rather than only what they’re presenting on in convo. You 
can interact better, ask questions, meet after class.”
 “I asked her [in class] if she had any response to people 
who when you’re talking about Black Lives Matter say, 
‘All lives matter,’” says Elizabeth, “and she had a quick, 
[catchy] response. It was good to see how she deals with 
that remark.”
 “You feel more like the speaker is talking to you, not the 
whole student body,” says Hannah Wheeler ’18, Hesston, 
who graduated in May with a degree in social work. “You 
can ask more personal questions.”
 Adds David Wulff-Cochrane, junior from Edmond, 
Oklahoma, “In the classroom setting, there’s not as many 
people. You can build up courage to ask questions you 
might not in convo. In a smaller setting, you don’t worry 
about people judging you as much.” 

Jalane Schmidt talks with the Gender, Race and Media class during her visit to campus in April. 

MELANIE ZUERCHER

VADA SNIDER

A smaller setting invites the questions you were afraid to ask in Krehbiel Auditorium. 

RIGOROUS INSTRUCTION
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THE REAL WORLD

 Kaycee McClelland, junior from Newton, recalls having 
convo speakers Diana Schunn ’87 (Feb. 16), executive direc-
tor of the Child Advocacy Center of Sedgwick County, and 
children’s book author Rafe Martin (April 23) in two differ-
ent classes this past spring semester.
 “You make a much more personal connection in the 
class,” Kaycee says. “We heard about [Diana’s] experiences. 
There was more student interaction and lots of questions.
 “Another advantage of being able to talk to speakers 
after class is they learn your name, give you their informa-
tion and invite you to contact them.”
 Devonte heard Leonard Pitts, an award-winning 
syndicated newspaper columnist and a novelist (who 
didn’t speak in convo but packed out Mem Hall for a Peace 
Lecture Sept. 12, 2017), talk to his Skills for Human Service 
Work class, and visited with Pitts afterward.
 “We’re from the same area [L.A.]. He and my dad went 
to the same high school, at different times. We talked about 
how the city and the area has changed from when he grew 
up to now, and about his career at the Miami Herald and 
how he got into that.
 “It was inspiring — I’ve gathered some inspiration from 
every speaker.”
 Students agreed on that, as well.
 “It’s hugely important to have those experiences,” says 
Kylee Schunn ’18, Whitewater, who just graduated with a 
degree in social work (yes, she’s Diana’s daughter). “I hear 
students talk about adjunct professors: ‘Why can’t we have 
profs who are on campus all the time?’ But the speakers 
and the adjuncts have the experience, and the real-world 
application to the textbooks and things we’re learning in 
class.
 “Leonard Pitts brought up a lot of real-world problems, 
and we need to hear that. I enjoyed the conversation [in 
class]. You’re one-on-one, you can ask a question and have 
a response face-to-face, [like] a genuine conversation.

 “With Jalane,” Nate says, “we got more clarification 
on her activism, and how to go about that and apply it to 
small-town Newton where seemingly nothing happens 
like white supremacy rallies or Confederate statues [as 
in Charlottesville, Virginia]. How do we take some of the 
things she said and apply them to our everyday life? She 
was super-engaging, helpful and interesting. It was a lot of 
fun to speak with her and hear her talk about the difference 
between being an ally and being an accomplice.”
 Some of the visitors Devonte has heard speak went 
through a similar educational journey, he says. “The pro-
cess of how they got to where they are is similar to me — 
people who don’t graduate in four years, who go to junior 
college, too” (he’s a transfer from El Camino College in 
Torrance, California).
 “People have bumps in their road, and still get back on 
the horse. That shows me I can do the same thing.” 

 “I like having speakers,” says Hannah. “It makes class 
different, more interesting. We could ask about what we 
were learning in class and apply it to real life. Instead of 
only reading a book, we hear people tell us their experi-
ences and how the things we’re reading relate to them.
 “Racism is one of the biggest things I’ve been learning 
about. Jalane really solidified systemic racism for me. It’s 
awesome to see an activist doing something she’s passionate 
about. It empowers me to stand up for what I believe in.”

CHANGING THE PACE

 David was especially struck with two guests in Gender, 
Race and Media — Schmidt and Mark McCormick, a 
long-time journalist, who recently concluded as director of 
The Kansas African American Museum in Wichita. “Their 
insight on how they view society was the most intriguing,” 
David says.
 In class, McCormick talked about a completely different 
topic from his March 2 convo presentation. “He used the 
movie Black Panther, and took different aspects from that,” 
says David. “He made it into something I hadn’t seen the 
movie as, and wouldn’t have imagined without that.

 “The classes where we’ve had speakers come 
in are often what I remember years later. Hearing 
from them helps you apply the concepts you’ve 
learned — from examples, from other people’s 
stories — then start learning from your own 

experiences, your own stories.”

“No one has a perfect story. [Hearing guest
 speakers] allows me to pull from their story 

and relate it to my story.”

When he visited campus in September 2017, Leonard Pitts was a guest in the 

Skills for Human Service Work class.   

VADA SNIDER
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 “Bringing people in from outside to have discussions 
brings a different viewpoint. It’s beneficial to give students 
and faculty a way of looking at things differently. It’s awe-
some to have input aside from your instructor. I would 
encourage Bethel and schools in general to keep doing this. 
It broadens the topic.” 
 And sometimes students just like a change of pace. 
Having guest speakers “spices up class, breaks the norm, 
keeps it from being the same day after day,” says Nate, and 
Elizabeth adds, “It’s something different from talking with 
our classmates and professors.” 
 The latter acknowledge that having a visitor adds 
variety to class and gives them a break, too. But, says Patty 
Shelly ’76, Ph.D., professor of Bible and religion, “it goes 
beyond that.”

 Kelsay Rychener, instructor of communication arts and 
the professor for Gender, Race and Media, adds, “Guest 
speakers can serve as an incredibly valuable resource that 
enhance the course curriculum. They provide a fresh and 
different perspective for my students to consider as we 
process through difficult and complex material.
 “Each of the three speakers prepared a short lecture and 
then took time to answer questions that my students had. 
The students were engaged and curious, and continued to 
bring up the thoughts and ideas presented by our guest 
speakers long after their class visits.”
 “The content of the classroom has everything to do with 
important issues that affect what is happening in society,” 
says Patty. “Engaging people at work in the world — like 
our guests — can help students make that connection.  
 “I love having guest speakers come in — it offers a 
different perspective,” says Elizabeth. “This is someone 
important and relevant. And sometimes it helps us see that 
Bethel alumni are out there doing very important things.”

“When I bring someone in to talk with students, it 
is usually to address a topic they are already read-

ing about in a book or article. Having a guest speaker 
extends the classroom into the broader community and 
helps students understand the implication and applica-

tion of what they are reading.”

 “This also models ongoing civil engagement on 
important social issues, which is what I hope convoca-
tion does, too. We all benefit from learning from that 

person’s expertise and experience.”

When did you get involved in the Bethel College Booster Club?
I decided to sign up around the time that Drew Johnson took over as 

women’s basketball head coach.

What attracted you to their cause?
Drew sent out a letter saying one of the first things they wanted to do was 

replace the uniforms. I remember always hoping we’d be able to get new uni-
forms, so that tugged at my heartstrings a bit. That letter also said they were 
hoping to get the alumni more involved and I wanted to buy into that.

Why do you donate to the Bethel College Booster Club?
I attended Bethel because of athletics and have great memories of my time 

there. I’m not able to go to many games now because of the travel distance, 
so this is my small way of contributing as an athletic supporter, especially 
when certain programs have specific needs and reach out for help.

Do you have a message to share?
Financial support in any amount is an easy way to give back to the ath-

letic programs that played an instrumental part in shaping who we are today.

Dana (Rathbun) Williamson ‘08
Bruce McMillan AIA Architects, P.A., Dodge City

Donor Profile

Dana Williamson
COURTESY PHOTO
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28 STATES REPRESENTED BY BETHEL STUDENT BODY

321 = KS
40 = TX
29 = CA
26 = OK
19 = CO
10 = MO

6 = FL
4 = AL, AZ, IN, NY, SD
3 = IA, WA
2 = GA, NE, NM, TN
1 = AK, AR, LA, MI, MT,    
      NV, NC, SC, VA, WI
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• Rachel Messer, assistant professor of psychol-
ogy, is named to KICA 2018 Aspiring Campus 
Leaders Academy.

• Kylee Schunn ’18 and senior Riley Schmieder 
earn CoSIDA Academic All-District® designa-
tion.
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of Washington Monthly and U.S. News & 
World Report
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In 2004, Joachim Wieler of Weimar, Germany, opened a 
small wooden box he inherited after his mother’s death. 
To his surprise and horror, it contained letters his late 

father wrote while serving as an officer in the Wehrmacht, 
the armed forces of Nazi Germany.
 Wieler’s father, Johann, wrote from France in 1941, at 
the height of the Nazi conquest of Western Europe: “All 
soldiers who are fighting here for their fatherland are 
performing worship in the truest sense of the word. Those 
who do not believe in our victory do not believe in God. 
The Lord is visibly on our side. Heil Hitler.”
 It would be 60 years before Joachim Wieler discovered 
his father had celebrated Nazi aggression as the fulfillment 
of a divine plan.
 “Probably a lot of boxes still exist somewhere,” he said 
of probing the secrets of the past. Wieler was one of 20 pre-
senters at “Mennonites and the Holocaust,” a conference 
that brought more than 200 people from North America 
and Europe to Bethel March 16-17.
 The conference’s purpose was to uncover hidden stories 
of interactions between Mennonites and Jews during the 

1930s and ’40s in Europe. It drew scholars from the United 
States, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands and Ukraine.
 The event was the first in North America, but the 
third — following those in Münster, Germany, in 2015, 
and Filadelfia, Paraguay, in 2017 — to examine Mennonite 
complicity in the militant nationalism and racism that 
produced the Holocaust, and to ask if anything like it could 
happen again.
 Presenters described research that extended across the 
spectrum of wartime horror and mercy, from Mennonites’ 
participation in Nazi atrocities in Ukraine to hiding Jews in 
the Netherlands.

MULTIPLE NARRATIVES

 The personal connection drew keynote speaker Doris 
Bergen, who holds the Chancellor Rose and Ray Wolfe 
Chair in Holocaust Studies at the University of Toronto, to 
begin looking specifically at how Mennonites were affected 
by and involved in the Holocaust.
 As a young scholar studying Nazi Germany, she was 

Opening the boxes

From left, Jacob Russell, Albert Bratthammar, Professor of History Mark Jantzen, Henry Baxter and Doris Bergen of the University of Toronto talk after Bergen’s keynote 
address at the Mennonites and the Holocaust Conference at Bethel. 

GORDON HOUSER, PAUL SCHRAG AND MELANIE ZUERCHER

VADA SNIDER

An international conference at Bethel seeks to bring to light the roles Mennonites played in 
the Holocaust.

CRITICAL THINKERS
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brought up short when a Martens from the Russian Men-
nonite colony of Einlage (her mother’s family name and 
place of origin) came to her attention.
 Digging into the story, Bergen began to see that Men-
nonites had a far more complex place in Holocaust history 
than the common narrative indicates — which her lecture 
title, “Neighbors, Killers, Enablers, Witnesses: The Many 
Roles of Mennonites in the Holocaust,” reflected.
 Being a community “insider” gives the researcher 
advantages of access, she said, but raises the challenge of 
balancing “a subjective position” with the discipline of 
scholarship. On the other hand, she said, “outsiders” need 
to take the topic seriously. 
 “Mennonites [and their experiences were] not unique,” 
she said, “but they were distinctive.”
 Another challenge, which came up at several points 
during the conference, is “how to define ‘Mennonite.’” 
Bergen’s bottom line: While a functional definition is 
important, “resist the temptation to define to distraction,” 
thereby obscuring the real issues of genocide, racism and 
anti-Semitism.
 Bergen also noted the often-forgotten groups in the 
Holocaust narrative — the disabled (the first to e exter-
minated by the Nazis), the Roma, Soviet prisoners of war, 
Polish civilians. “It’s necessary to define ‘the Holocaust’ by 
its perpetrators, not its victims,” she said.
 At the same time, there should be “a clear focus on the 
Jews’ particular place in the Nazi plan of destruction.”
 “I often [found that] Mennonites described themselves 
as ‘like the Jews’ — persecuted, often homeless in the 
world, chosen by God. But if Mennonites are ‘the Jews,’ 
then where are the Jews? They become the villains of the 
narrative. This points out the need for multiple sources — 
not just German, not just Mennonite.”
 She went on, “The job of the scholar isn’t to make a 
moral judgment, though that might be a starting point, 

but to analyze why what happened happened – to break 
apart the myths, because maintaining them takes so much 
spiritual, emotional, theological [and social] energy.
 “Many groups are confronting and breaking the myth 
of their own innocence or non-complicity in the Holocaust. 
This can be enormously liberating.”
 Bergen concluded by saying that “there is so much [yet] 
that we don’t know. We need more research, more scholar-
ship, more analysis.”

FAMILY HISTORY

 Steve Schroeder, who teaches at the University of the 
Fraser Valley in British Columbia, described Mennonites’ 
failure to acknowledge their anti-Semitism and their sup-
port for National Socialism under Hitler — whom many 
viewed as a German savior — as a denial of the past that 
can be corrected only by truth telling.
 An honest probing of the past can be intensely personal 
for Mennonite scholars like Schroeder. He told of inter-
viewing his own relatives who had lived in Danzig (now 
Gdansk, Poland) and celebrated that city’s incorporation 
into the German Reich.
 Though more than half a century had passed when 
Schroeder conducted the interviews, those he talked to 
“did not process critically their collusion with wartime 
Nazis, nor did they take a contrite position toward the 
past.”
 One man remembered singing anti-Jewish songs with 
phrases like “hack off their arms and legs; get them out.” 
Such chilling stories “should matter to us,” Schroeder said, 
“regardless of our respective religious views and practices, 
our food preferences or our last names. This is our heri-
tage, a heritage that impacts our personal makeup and our 
engagement with the people around us. . . .
 “Truth-telling is a fundamental first step, as is the 
accompanying act of listening to those who have been 
harmed, including those who have been harmed by us. In 
my view, a healthy way forward is to acknowledge that 
Mennonites have not only suffered but have also caused 
harm, and to address immediate colonial enterprises in 
which we have participated. I see the seeds of this taking 
place at this conference, which is encouraging.”

TWO SIDES OF THE DNIEPER

 In a session on “Mennonite-Jewish Connections,” 
Aileen Friesen of Conrad Grebel University College in 
Waterloo, Ontario, told of contrasting Jewish and Menno-
nite fates.
 Early in the spring of 1942, Friesen said, Nazi occupa-
tion forces ordered the Jewish population of Zaporizhia, 
Ukraine, to gather, supposedly to be relocated for work. 
But there was no work. Men, women and children were 
stripped, led to a ditch and mowed down with machine 

Doris Bergen talks with 2010 Bethel history graduate Ren Scherling at the Men-
nonites and the Holocaust conference.     

VADA SNIDER
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guns. The massacre lasted three days. When it was over, 
3,700 Jews had been murdered, their bodies carelessly cov-
ered in shallow, mass graves. 
 Local police took part in the atrocity. Eyewitnesses 
reported that among them were two Mennonite brothers, 
Ivan and Jacob Fast.
 Less than a month later, a few miles away on the other 
side of the Dnieper River, the Mennonites of Chortitza 
gathered to celebrate Easter. The Nazis had reopened the 
churches after years of Soviet repression. This would be the 
first Easter service in more than a decade. The congrega-
tion was filled with excitement. Under German rule, life for 
German-speaking Mennonites might return to normal.
 “These two events force us to confront the realities of 
occupation,” Friesen said. “During this period, Mennonites 
would gather to worship, celebrating their freedom to 
praise God, while their Jewish neighbors were humiliated, 
stripped of their humanity and gunned down.”
 While there is evidence of collaboration and perpetra-
tion, Friesen said, the most common response was inaction.
 “Many did nothing in the face of overwhelming vio-
lence,” she said. Famine and terror under the repressive 
hand of Soviet Communism had shaped their character. 
Now the Nazis had not only delivered them from the yoke 
of Stalin but treated them with favor due to their “racial 
purity”; they rarely intermarried with Ukrainians. Menno-
nites and others in the Nazi-occupied Ukraine disengaged 
from the horror their Jewish neighbors suffered.
 “It is hard to find examples of rescue or aid given by 
Mennonites to persecuted Jews,” Friesen said.
 However, in a session on Mennonites in the Nether-
lands, Alle Hoekema of Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam 
shared stories of Dutch Anabaptists who helped hide Jews 

from the Nazi authorities. Some 40 of these have been hon-
ored by Israel as “righteous among the nations,” though 
“40 is not a great amount,” said Hoekema. 
 One woman, Geertje Pel-Groot, took a Jewish baby, 
Marion Swaab, into her home while the baby’s parents 
hid elsewhere. Later, a neighbor turned Pel-Groot in to the 
authorities.
 She was arrested and sent to Ravensbruck, a Nazi con-
centration camp, where she died, lauded by other prisoners 
for her selfless behavior. Pel-Groot’s daughter took care of 
the baby, who survived the war.
 Asked to sum up the conference at the end, Bergen 
returned to the importance of sources. “Some of them are 
physical, like Joachim’s little wooden box,” she said. “Some 
are memories. Some are in archives. As Raul Hilberg, a 
major pioneer in Holocaust studies, said, you have to look 
everywhere.”
 Conference planners were Mark Jantzen ’85, Ph.D., 
Bethel professor of history, John Sharp, Hesston College 
professor of Bible and religion, and John Thiesen ’82, archi-
vist at the Mennonite Library and Archives at Bethel. Major 
sponsors were the Marpeck Fund and the Fransen Family 
Foundation, along with the Schowalter Foundation via 
Mennonite Church USA, the two colleges, the MLA and the 
Mennonite-Polish Studies Association at Bethel College.

Gordon Houser is the editor of The Mennonite, the official 
periodical of Mennonite Church USA. Paul Schrag ’86 is the edi-
tor of Mennonite World Review, an independent publication. 
This is a version of the article they collaborated on with Melanie 
Zuercher of Bethel Institutional Communications for Meeting-
house, a consortium of Mennonite periodicals in North America.

I attended Bethel College from 1973-77. When I entered college, I did not 
know what area of study I wished to pursue, so initially I took a wide variety 
of general introduction courses.

My interest in science, and especially biology, was fueled by the Bethel 
biology faculty. In particular, the passion of Dwight Platt ’52 and Wayne 
Wiens ’58 were instrumental in my choice of biology as a major.

My positive experience at Bethel led me to a rewarding career in medi-
cine, for which I am very grateful.

Supporting Bethel’s Summer Science Institute is a way for me to give 
back. It provides an opportunity to expose high school students to the scien-
tific fields as well as to the Bethel culture.

Kenley Schmidt ‘77, M.D., Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota

Donor Profile

Kenley Schmidt
COURTESY PHOTO



18 B e t h e l  C o l l e g e  C o n t e x t18 B e t h e l  C o l l e g e  C o n t e x t

Carol Compton

Conrade Insurance Group Inc.

Cari Cooper-Reyes

Lois and Robert Corbin

Cottonwood Pediatrics PA

Vicki and Fergus Couch

Yvonne Coulter

Beau and Kari Cox

Channing Cox

Juan Coy Teni and Daagya 
Dick

Paul and Virginia Crabb

Charles and Nancy Craig

Sharon and Stephen 
Cranston

Carol Crawford

Mark and Linda Crider

Elenor and Delbert Cummings

JoLeen and Dana 
Cunningham

Custom Metal Fabricators Inc.

Custom Mobile Equipment Inc.

Norman Dalke

Marilyn Daniels

Brenda Davis

Edward and Beth Dawson

Hielke and Siegelinde De Jong

Delora and Jerry Decker

Alice Deckert and Michael 
McGrath 

Marion and Lois Deckert

Shirley Delk

Robert and Emilie Dell

Merle Detweiler

Lois and Norman Dewhurst

Leland and Jeanne DeWild

Christopher Dick and 
Christine Crouse-Dick

Darlene Dick

Edward Dick and Ina Gordon

Gary and Rebecca Dick

Gregg Dick

Jan Dick

John and Lucia Dick

Kent Dick

Nathan Dick and Peggy 
Souder

Philip and Laura Dick

Raymond and Amanda 
Dick

Sara Dick

Virginia Dietterich

Ronald and Shirley Dietzel

Wilmetta Dietzel Estate

Paul F++ and Helen Diringer

DeWayne and Elvera++ Dirks

Marvin and Ruthann Dirks

Thaine Dirks and Judy 
Lapham

Dissinger Reed LLC

Susan Dixon

James Dodson

Darrel D++ and Eunice 
Doerksen

Michael and Ann Doerksen

Jacqui-Ann and Aaron Doig

Margarete Dorsch

Dee Gaeddert Dorsey

Douglas County 
Community Foundation

Cynthia Doyle Perkins and 
James Perkins

David and Karla Drake

Jeanne Dreier

Roger and Sharon Duarte

Robert and Amanda Dueck

Amy Dueckman

Carol and Donley Duerksen

David and Mary Duerksen

Denise Duerksen

Duane and Janna Duerksen

Joseph Duerksen

Philip and Norma Duerksen

Roland and Mary Duerksen

Darlene Dugan

LeeAnn and Daniel Duncan

Alice Dundas Estate

James and Ann Dunn

Lawrence and Susan Dunn

Michael Dunn and Kathy 
Neufeld Dunn

Edna and George Dyck

Gerald Dyck and T Helga 
Edvardsen-Dyck

Paul Dyck

Rudolph and Betty Dyck

Sharla and Bill Dyck

Wally Dyck

Wilma Dyck

William and Esther Eash

Rachel and Peter Eash-Scott

Johann Eberhart and Mary 
Swartz

Lowell and Patresa Ebersole

Nathan and Judy Ebersole

Carol Eck

Ecumenical Project for 
International Cooperation

Eden Mennonite Church, 
Moundridge

Eden’s Auto Sales

Byron and Janet Ediger

David and Kay Ediger

Helen Ediger++

LaVon and Linda Ediger

Lola Ediger

Mark Ediger and Jocelyn 
Milner

Robert and Patricia Ediger

Carl Edwards and Mark 
Stotler

Ethel Edwards

Richard Egli

Gudrun Eglitis

Marianne Eichelberger

Judith and Jack Eighmey

Nathan Eigsti

D Stanley++ and Florine 
Eitzen

Roger and Doris Engemann

Cloris Enns

Robert Enns

Heidi Ensz

Kathleen and Wayne Ensz

James Ensz and Vicki 
Hinz-Ensz

Rodney Ensz

Alden and Laura Entz

Arlyn Entz and Vanessa 
Bergman

Carol and Larry Entz

Reynold and Deanna Entz

Thurman and Marcene Entz

Alain Epp Weaver and Sonia 
Weaver

Weldon++ and Bonnie Epp

Charlene Epp

Charlene K Epp and Duncan 
Smith

Charles Epp and Lora Jost

Dianne Epp

LaVerne and Marilyn Epp

Edward Epp and Marilyn 
Johnson

Eldon Epp

LeRoy and Janette Epp

Neoma Epp

Norman Epp and Nadine 
Abrahams

Robert Epp

Virgil and Nadine Epp

Vivian Epp

Waldeen and Janet Epp

Kent and Lynette Erb

Scott and Cynthia Erb

Bernice and John Esau

Betty Esau

Christopher and Sheri Esau

David and Aileen Esau

Eunice Esau

Louie Esau

Rex and Connie Esau

Robert and Barbara Esau

Zola Esau

Ray Eskina

Lance and Andrea Estes

Everence Financial

Brian Ewert and Kathleen 
Rulka

Marvin and Alma L Ewert 
Estate

Warren and Joleen Ewert

William and Anna Ewert

Arnold and Melva Ewy

Lester Ewy and Elvera Voth

Robert Ewy and Carolyn 
Zanta

Excel Industries Inc.

Expedite Animal Health

ExxonMobil Foundation

Eye Gallery

Judith and Frelon Facemire

Faith and Life Bookstore

Faith Mennonite Church, 
Newton

Donald and Diane Fast

Evan and Kelli Fast

Galen and Cynthia Fast

John and Barbara Fast

John and Jenny Fast

Marlyn and Amanda Fast

Orlando and Maxine++ Fast

Michelene and Bruce Fast

Marlene Faul

Harry and Marcia Fender

Thea Ferguson

HIGHLIGHTS}

CRITICAL THINKERS
• Fourth biennial Worship and the Arts Symposium 

features Ted Swartz of Ted & Co. Theaterworks.

• 16 Bethel students present research at an-
nual National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR) in Edmond, Oklahoma.

• Programming team “Threshers” finishes first in 
Grand 2017 Midwest Asynchronous Program-
ming Contest and first at the Kansas City 
satellite site of the North Central North American 
Region Intercollegiate Programming Contest.

• Junior Heath Goertzen spends summer in Iceland 
as part of National Science Foundation REU 
program.

• Jacob Miller ’17 wins bi-national C. Henry Smith 
Peace Oratorical Contest administered by Men-
nonite Central Committee (MCC) U.S.

• Leonard Pitts Jr. fills Jolliffe Auditorium to rafters, 
issues strong challenge to act for change.
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A free world
MELANIE ZUERCHER

NASTAD

Murray Penner’s passion is his organization’s vision — creating a world where HIV and 
hepatitis are diseases of the past.

GLOBAL CITIZENS

Murray Penner followed his friends to a state 
university and discovered he didn’t care so much 
for the big pond. But after completing his social 

work degree in friendlier waters at Bethel, his work has 
widened his horizons again to encompass much of the 
globe.
 Murray grew up in Newton, the son of Karen and Larry 
Penner ’58 (a member of Bethel’s 1955-56 first-ever confer-
ence champion basketball team), and within Bethel College 
Mennonite Church. 
 “The campus was always a part of my life,” he says. 
“I went to athletic events, to the Buffalo BBQ in Thresher 
Gym. Bethel was always on my radar. But several friends 
decided to go to [Kansas State University], so that’s where I 
went my first year.
 “It was too big for me. I wanted a smaller environment, 
and I had no concrete direction about where I wanted to 
go. At Bethel, I fit in better, I could understand people bet-
ter and learn what I needed. I got a great hands-on experi-
ence with social work.”

 Social justice and organizing communities were aspects 
of doing social work that drew Murray. But his first full-
time job after graduating from Bethel in December 1983 
was a position in recreational programming with the New-
ton Rec Center, where he’d worked during college. From 
there, he went to the YMCA in Oklahoma City, where he 
still did programming but also worked with volunteers.
 “That led me more into the area of nonprofit adminis-
tration,” he says, “and also got me into more community 
participation.” As a Y employee, he was required himself 
to volunteer with and be involved in community organiza-
tions, and that’s how he found what became his passion 
— working with and for people living with HIV/AIDS and 
those at risk for becoming infected.
 Murray himself tested positive in 1986. He has now 
lived for more than three decades with the disease, able to 
lead a normal, healthy life thanks to advances in HIV drugs 
and treatment.
 He worked with the Y until 1995, by which time he was 
in Fort Worth, Texas. At that point, he decided to pursue 

Murray Penner speaks at the 2018 annual meeting of his organization, NASTAD, based in Washington, D.C. 
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that passion for HIV-related work, securing a planning 
position in public health through the Ryan White Program, 
a federal program that serves people living with HIV, in 
Tarrant County, Texas.
 And that got him connected to NASTAD (National Alli-
ance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors), a collective of 
state and local health departments. Membership consists of 
one person from a health department in each state and U.S. 
territory, who represents all the HIV (and in more recent 
years, viral hepatitis) health services in that state, territory 
or local jurisdiction.
 “My partner at the time got a job with the federal gov-
ernment in D.C.,” Murray says. “My contact in the State 
of Texas Health Department said, ‘Apply to NASTAD.’ 
So I did. We moved in April 2001 and I began working at 
NASTAD in June. I was managing some of the same kinds 
of programs as in Texas, but now on a national level.
 “That was when the prognosis on HIV was chang-
ing, although it wasn’t like it is today. I kind of got in on 
the ground floor — we were still very focused on public 
health.” At the time, that meant programs that helped 
people get confidential testing and encouraged less risky 

behavior (e.g., using condoms; injected-drug users not 
sharing or re-using needles).
 “By this time, I was solidly in the public health field,” 
Murray says. “But I found there are a lot of social workers 
in public health.” (Murray is in the process of getting his 
master’s degree in public health from George Washington 
University.)
 Murray started out at NASTAD as director of the Care 
and Treatment Program, then moved into being deputy 
executive director, before becoming executive director in 
2015. He directs NASTAD’s overall operations and oversees 
its programs — Health Care Access, Health Systems Integra-
tion, HIV Prevention and Health Equity, Policy and Legisla-
tive Affairs, Hepatitis, and their international programs. 
 With giant leaps in drug effectiveness over the past 
20 years, NASTAD’s primary focus has shifted to helping 
people access drugs, to adherence and, since about 2012, to 
a protocol called pre-exposure prophylaxis, or PREP. NAS-
TAD’s vision: “A world free of HIV and viral hepatitis.”
 “Now, as soon as you test positive, you should begin 
treatment,” Murray says. “It extends health indefinitely,   
the treatments are highly effective and people can live long 
and healthy lives if they adhere to the regimen. They don’t 
transmit the disease sexually [or from pregnant mother 
to baby]. If we got everyone who was HIV-positive on 
treatment, we wouldn’t have new infections. The science 
is pretty amazing   — there are a lot of remarkable tools, 
scientifically speaking.”
 And with that has come a shift into the realm of social 
justice, Murray says. The challenge becomes “access to 
health care, whether through the Affordable Care Act, 
Medicaid, or whatever ways can help people be healthy 
and live with HIV. Access to stable housing, mental-health 
care, substance abuse treatment. It’s also very much about 
addressing the social components of health-care access.”
 Murray notes that the vision to “end HIV” means NAS-
TAD stands openly against homophobia and racism, ally-
ing itself with groups and movements such as Black Lives 
Matter. People of color, youth and incarcerated people are 
showing new HIV infection rates far out of proportion to 
their relative numbers in the population.  

 

 
 

 

 

 Extending services to other countries brings more com-
plications, especially in terms of those expensive drugs and 
enabling adherence to treatment protocols.

Murray Penner with his daughter Bailey and son Chance at the 2017 United 
States Conference on AIDS as one of five families talking about the role diversity 
and diverse families play in uniting the HIV community to end the epidemic.  

CHRIS TAYLOR/NASTAD

 “How do we make it into a matter of ‘Everyone 
deserves health care’?” Murray says. “The current 

administration doesn’t help, but it’s so much bigger.
In general, it’s the political will. How do we scale 

up [health-care] systems and access to [them]? 
All treatment modalities — except needle exchange — 

are drug-based, and drugs are expensive.”
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  “NASTAD works with ministries of health in about a 
dozen different countries. Our work there is far more tech-
nical and less about social justice, because of the way our 
funding comes in. We help with collecting and analyzing 
data on infection rates, medication access and adherence 
rates.
 “Funding for international work is at high risk [right 
now], but we do have a robust international program, 
which is exciting. The need is tremendous.” 
 For Murray, his passion for the work comes back to his 
upbringing in a family and church that stressed service, 
helping one’s neighbors and the Golden Rule.
 “Those were central to my Bethel experience,” he says. 
“My faith values matched Bethel’s faith values. And that 
is central to how I like to lead my organization and this 
movement [to end HIV].”
 It also has to do with the family he has built. He and his 
then-partner adopted Chance, now 21, when he was three 
years old and Bailey, now 18, as an infant.
 “I never dreamed I would have children, especially in 
the early days after my HIV diagnosis in 1986,” Murray 
says. “They were an answer to prayer and have been a true 
blessing and absolute joy over the last 18 years.
 “As I spoke about my faith, family and social justice, I 
think that having children was an intersection of all of that 
— and a lot more as well. Raising them with the same val-

ues that were instilled in me early in life through my family 
and church, and later in life through my college experience 
and education as well as my career, has always been my 
first priority. My children are beautiful adults now who I 
know will carry these values forward into the world.”
 Murray recently signed a contract for another five years 
as executive director of NASTAD. That came with the 
NASTAD board’s “strong encouragement to take a sabbati-
cal.” He admits to being “so passionate about what I do 
that the last thing I want to do is take care of myself” — but 
he’s grateful for friends, family and a supportive board to 
help remind him of the necessity.
 He’ll take 60 days off work over December and Janu-
ary and hopes to start work on a book about how his faith 
and upbringing have shaped and influenced his work. His 
sister, Diane Reaume, is a big part of his inspiration for 
writing the book, he says.

“Living with HIV has given me the perspective 
that I know I’ve been privileged. I have always 
had access to quality health care and I have had 

great outcomes with the treatment protocol. I want all 
people to have the opportunities to achieve what

 I have, to remain healthy and live a productive life.”

Bonnie Fey

Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund

First Bank of Newton

First Mennonite Church of 
Christian, Moundridge 
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First Presbyterian Church, 
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Myrtle and Jerry Freeburne
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Luella Deane Frey
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Sherwin Frey and Debra 
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Ben and Raevella Friesen

Brenda and Calvin Friesen

Carrie and Shannon Friesen
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Donald and Eleanor Friesen

Donna and Jerry Friesen

Douglas and Sandra Friesen
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Gregg and Joanna Friesen
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Larry Friesen and Donna June
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Walter and Carol Friesen
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Menno and Margaret Froese

David and Bonnie Fruth

Irene and James Fudge
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Gordon and Delores Funk

JoAnn Funk

Lloyd and Susan Funk

Willard Funk

Douglas and Lisa Gaeddert

Frank and Mary Gaeddert

Gregory and Terri Gaeddert

James Gaeddert and Leda 
Kaufman

Joel and Crystal Gaeddert

John and LaDonna Gaeddert

John and Mary Gaeddert
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Menno Gaeddert

Russell and Jean Gaeddert

Rebecca Gaede
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Boyle

Jason Gallagher

Edna Galle

Omer and Zona Galle

Brian and Laurie Gallop

Lawrence and Marilyn Galvan

Ronald and Verlene Garber

Victor Garcia-Bebek

Zenora Gard

Jerome Gasper
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Lenora Gehring

Richard and Barbara Gehring

Arlene and Glenn Geissinger

Aimee Geist

Roger Gentry

Curtis Gering

Jonathan and Deborah Gering

Lucille Gering

Warren and Diane Gering

Mary Ann Gertsen

Randall and Charlotte Gesell

Karen Gilchrist

William and Darlene Gilchrist

John and Lori Gillet

E’Ona Gillis

Michael Ginal

Darwin and Jodi Gingerich

Elvira and Edward Glenn

Brenda and Patrick Glunz

Darryl and Janice Godinez

Craig and Tina Goebel

Clyde and Felice Goering

Dale and Kenny Goering

David Goering and Catherine 
Anderson

DeAnna Goering

Delores and Leonard Goering

Elizabeth Goering

Eric and Ann Goering

Eugene and Waneta Goering

Fred and Beverly Goering

Gilbert Goering

Gordon Goering

Gregory Goering

Homer Goering

Homer and Dorothy Goering

Jacob Goering

Jim++ and Ruth Goering

Jim and Shirley Goering

Judith Goering

Julaine Goering

Keith Goering

Kevin and Sheryl Goering

Larry and Margaret Goering

Lloyd V Goering++

Mabel Goering

Marcia and Sam Goering

Marna and Vernon++ 
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Mary Beth and Marvin 
Goering

Melvin and Lorene 
Goering

Orville Goering and Elizabeth 
Asher

Peter Goering and Sara Fretz-
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Randall and Carol Goering

Randall and Kathleen Goering

Rosella Goering Brandt

Russell and Julie Goering

Sheralyn and Roy Goering

Steven and Mary Goering

Steven Goering and Barbara 
Duerksen

Steven Goering and Susan 
Ortman Goering

Verna Goering

Wayne and Danielle Goering

Wilda Goering++

Wynn and Ardith Goering

Peggy Goering-Kuck and 
Lawrence Kuck

Duane and Amy Goertz

Emily Goertz

Gary Goertz and Caryl Flinn

Glenn and Janice Goertz
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Donald and Agnes Goertzen
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LeRoy and Phyllis Goertzen

Lois Goertzen

Mark Goertzen and Suzanne 
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Michael and Beth Goertzen

Milton W Goertzen++

Steven Goertzen and 
Rosemary Reimer

Timothy and Judy Goertzen

Leslie and Cynthia Goerzen

Peter and Katherine Goerzen

Dale and Catherine Goldsmith

John and Janice Good

Larry and Suzanne Good

Russell and Renetta Gooden

Goodville Mutual Casualty 
Co.

Duane Goossen and Rachel 
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William and Marilyn Goossen

Charlotte and Richard Gordon

Alice Graber

Brent Graber

Christopher and Mandi 
Graber

Darryll and Linda Graber

David Graber

Dennis and Teresa Graber

Don and Nan Graber

Eugene and Marilyn Graber

Harlan and Kay Graber

June Graber

Kenneth Graber and Patricia 
Torbert

Lorene Graber

Max and Loretta Graber

Melita and Richard Graber

Rita Graber

Sidney and Gayle Graber

Tony and Susan Graber

Graber’s Ace Hardware

Grace Hill Mennonite Church, 
Whitewater

Roger and Martha Grant

Great Plains Federal Credit 
Union

Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation

Greater Manhattan 
Community Foundation

Robert and Barbara 
Greenwald

Katherine Grimsley

Monica Gross

Patricia Gross

Kenneth L Grotewiel

Guaranty State Bank & Trust 
Co.

Carolyn and Allen Guernsey

Laurel Gugler

Bradley Guhr and Sara Friesen 
Guhr

Leon and Virginia Guhr

Benjamin Gundy

Garrison Gundy

James and Marjorie Gundy

Gurty’s LLC

Cathy and Trent Guyer

Karin and John Haag

Eric and Lisa Habegger

Howard and Marlene 
Habegger

Velma and Pearl Hadley

Alexander and Madison 
Hagan

Hair Cutting Company

Jesse and Sharon Hall

Neil and Elizabeth Hamill

Letha Hamm

Reed and Billye Hammond

Jerry Harclerode and Francisca 
Mendez-Harclerode 

David Harder and Michele 
Horn

Edgar John Harder++

James Harder and Karen 
Klassen Harder

Keith and Judy Harder

Paul and Eldine Harder

Robert Harder and Lorna 
Habegger Harder

Ruth E Harder Estate

Thomas and Lois Harder

Willis and Dorothy Harder

What attracted you to the Bethel College Heritage Roll of Honor?
I was born with Bethel College in my genes. I have always been impressed 

with what Bethel does with their financial gifts. The college has always 
encouraged open thinking, which is not always the case with small, private, 
Christian colleges.

I am extremely grateful for my Bethel College education, especially from 
Honora Becker ’24. Bethel provided a high-quality education focused on 
others through social justice and conflict resolution, and that base served me 
well as I entered graduate school. 

The European choir tour in 1955 was life-changing, gave me an apprecia-
tion of cultures other than my own. I hope to help provide similar life chang-
ing experiences with our gifts through Heritage Roll of Honor.

Berneil Rupp Mueller ‘62, retired, North Newton

Donor Profile

Berneil Rupp Mueller
COURTESY PHOTO
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Willmar Harder and Hannah 
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Diane and Michael Hardtarfer

Carol and David Harguth
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Don Harmison
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Edgar and Marjorie Harms
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Marcia Hiebert
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Henry and Vera Hinz Estate
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Loretta Hoard
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Tony and Kelli Hoops
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Howard and Lynette House
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Foundation

Amanda Hullet

Deborah Hunsberger

Hutchinson Community 
Foundation

Frances Huxman

James and Alice Huxman

IBM Corporation Matching 
Grants Program
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IMA Inc.
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Joy and John Imel
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Catherine and John Irwin
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Patricia and Bobby Jackson
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Jason Jantz
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Kathy Jantz

Kylie Jantz
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Janzen Land & Cattle
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Darlene and Arvid Janzen

David and Cynthia Janzen

David and Joanne Janzen

Deborah Janzen and Terry 
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Dotty Janzen

Jerome and Robin Janzen
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Keith and Dorothy Janzen
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Royce and Carol Janzen

Russell and Kris Janzen
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Linda and William Johnson
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HIGHLIGHTS}
ENGAGED GLOBAL CITIZENS
• During interterm, sophomore Mario Cruz and 

junior Bryant Soriano spend three weeks in 
Bloomington, Texas, with Mennonite Disaster 
Service helping to serve Spanish-speaking 
clients affected by Hurricane Harvey.

• Bethel faculty, staff, students and and alumni 
donate 106 towels and $3,000 to MCC’s relief 
kit efforts.

• Austin Regier ’18 participates in two-week 
Leadership Learning Tour with MCC to southern 
Africa in fall.

• Bethel College and UNICACH, Chiapas, sign 
agreement for faculty and student collabora-
tion and exchange, during first iteration of 
interterm class Biological and Cultural Richness 
of Mexico. 

• Ben Wiens ’18 spends summer in Chiapas in a 
science research internship at UNICACH.



For additional activities of Bethel faculty and staff who are alumni of the college, go to www.bethelks.edu/news-events/newsroom/facstaff-achievements. 

24 B e t h e l  C o l l e g e  C o n t e x t

Class notes Information received as of June 20, 2018

1960–69

Dorothy Nickel Friesen ’69, 
Newton, is the author of the recent 
book The Pastor Wears a Skirt: 
Stories of Gender and Ministry 
(Resource Publications/Wipf & 
Stock, 2018).

Lauren Friesen ’65, Chicago, was 
elected president of the Jackson 
Towers Condominium Association 
in May. The condominiums are 
located in the Hyde Park neighbor-
hood in Chicago.

Barry Hieb, M.D. ’66, Tucson, 
Arizona, is retired, but continues 
to work on a project to implement 
a national health-care identifier. 
Fern (Friesen) Hieb ’68 recently 
sold the music cataloging business 
she founded in 1997, and has also 
retired as an organist. Barry and 
Fern are both active at Shalom 
Mennonite Fellowship in Tucson.

Mary Ruth (Thompson) Hughes 
’63, Apple Valley, California, was 
honored by having her four Native 

American books accepted into the 
University of Sequoyah National 
Research Center archives for 
posterity.

1970–79

Margie (Friesen) Chartrand 
’73, Omaha, Nebraska, is the heart 
transplant program coordinator at 
Nebraska Medicine.

Joe Ediger ’77, Portland, Oregon, 
retired in June 2017 after 24 years 
on the mathematics faculty at 
Portland State University. 

Steve Friesen ’75, Littleton, Colo-
rado, received the award for best 
historical nonfiction book of 2017 
for Lakota Performers in Europe: 
Their Culture and the Artifacts They 
Left Behind (University of Oklahoma 
Press) at the 58th annual Western 
Heritage Awards of the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City in April. 
The book examines the role per-
forming played in preserving Lakota 
culture during a time of cultural 

genocide, and includes 150 photo-
graphs of Lakota artifacts as well 
as images of Lakota performance in 
Wild West shows.

Clare Ann Ruth-Heffelbower 
’70, Fresno, California, has been 
the conference minister for Pacific 
Southwest Conference of Men-
nonite Church USA since 2015. 
She was conference minister for 
northern California within Pacific 
Southwest from 1994-99 and again 
from 2003-07.

Donna Matthies ’78, Woodinville, 
Washington, is retiring from the 
Northshore School District, Bothell, 
Washington, where she served as 
a junior high and middle school 
librarian for the past 20 years. In 
2018, she received Washington’s 
National History Day Teacher of the 
Year Award, recognizing her dedica-
tion to working with social studies 
classes researching projects for 
regional, state and national com-
petitions. She was a public school 
librarian in Kansas and California 
prior to her work in Washington. 

Mark Matthies ’75 retired after 
30 years working with ICF Jones & 
Stokes Inc. in their Seattle office. He 
was a principal scientist with the 
firm’s West Coast habitat restora-
tion team, where he partnered with 
biologists and hydraulic engineers 
on stream and river restora-
tion projects to support salmon 
recovery efforts. He is a professional 
wetland scientist as certified by the 
Society of Wetland Scientists, and a 
professional restoration practitioner 
certified by the Society of Ecological 
Restoration. Before joining ICF, 
Mark worked for the U.S. Natural 
Resource Conservation Service as a 
plant ecologist. 

1980–89

Allen Daubendiek ’83, Indial-
antic, Florida, is employed as an 
engineer with Harris in Palm Bay. 

Stanley Epp ’85, Newton, gradu-
ated May 6 from Anabaptist Men-
nonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, 
Indiana.

John and Katherine Kauffman

Osa Kauffman

Ralph and Laurel Kauffman

Amy Kaufman

Barbara Kaufman

Bernice Kaufman

Bonnie Kaufman

Brandon and Morgan 
Kaufman

Burton and Eileen Kaufman

Delmer and Ann Kaufman

Donald and Eleanor Kaufman

Gary and Katherine Kaufman

Howard and Neva Kaufman

Jane++ and Clemon Kaufman

Jim Kaufman

Leona Kaufman

Maynard Kaufman and 
Barbara Geisler

Randall and Elizabeth 
Kaufman

Roseann and Mitchell 
Kaufman

Ruth Kaufman

Reid and Grayce Kaufmann

Osamu and Masako Kawasaki

Keenan Law Firm PA

Susan Kehler

Don and Corinne Kehrberg

Kevin and Sarah Kehrberg

John and Pamela Keller

Lorraine (Holly) Keller++

Kathleen and Philip Kennel

Teresa Kerwick

Unita Kham

Khaos Apparel

Katrina and Sanjay Khicha

Judith and Shannon King

Jenson Kingsley

Donald and Carol++ 
Kirchmer

Dana and Darren Kistner

Oscar Kistner

Kiwanis Club of Newton

Elaine Klaassen

Hannah Klaassen

John and Valerie Klaassen

Linda Klaassen

Victor and Sawny Klaassen

Joanne Klassen

Loyal and Bertha Klassen

Mary and Tyler Klassen

Ruben and Analene Klassen

Evelyn and Donald Klein

Benjamin Kliewer

David and Barbara Kliewer

Elinor Kliewer

Hazel Kliewer

John and Judy Kliewer

Rodney and Amy Kliewer

Ellen Kling

George Kling

Carol and Vernon Klingenberg

Donald and Linda 
Klippenstein

Brent and Carina Knight

Wanda and Howard Knight

Knork Flatware Inc.

Artis Knowles

Mildred Knudsen

Galen and Paulette Koehn

Harris Koehn and Leatha 
Jones-Koehn

John and Jill Koehn

Susan Koehn

Doris and Kenneth 
Kohlenberg

Bradley and Megan Kohlman

Jeffery and Barbara Kohlman

Jeff and Becky Koller

Matt Koontz and Jennifer 
Scott Koontz

Nathan and Esther Koontz

Philip and Sondra Koontz

Richard and Barbara Koontz

Theodore Koontz and Gayle 
Gerber Koontz

Wesley Koontz

Clayton Koppes

Cornelia Krahn and Kent 
Olson

Denise and Bruce Krase

Roland and Marjorie 
Krause Estate

Brian Krehbiel

Donald Krehbiel

Dwight and Bonnie Krehbiel

Fred and Kay Krehbiel

Gregory Krehbiel

Ken and Cheri Krehbiel

Larry and Joyce Krehbiel

Loretta Krehbiel

Marion and Alice Krehbiel

Mark and Sherry Krehbiel

Paul and Kay H Krehbiel

Perry and June Krehbiel

Randall and Janeal Krehbiel

Rick and Patricia Krehbiel

Roy and Marie Krehbiel

Stephen and Karen Kreider 
Yoder

David Kreider and Heidi 
Regier Kreider

Emil and Louise Kreider

Joan Kreider

Lois Kreider

Debra and Jeffery Kroeker

Donna and John Kroeker
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Susan Miller ’87, Petoskey, 
Michigan, successfully ascended Mt. 
Kilimanjaro as part of a Cause Trek 
with Compassion International. In 
addition to climbing the mountain, 
participants raised awareness of 
Compassion’s ministry, along with 
more than $40,000 for Compas-
sion’s WaSH initiative in Tanzania.

Shannon (Zuercher) Pauls ’87, 
Hutchinson, retired after teaching 
31 years in the Kansas public school 
system. She finished her career in 
the Maize school district, where she 
taught for 21 years.  

Kay Schroeder ’88, Newton, 
graduated May 6 from Anabap-
tist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, 
Elkhart, Indiana.

1990–99

Benjamin Benavides ’98, San 
Antonio, is the new head football 
coach and athletic coordinator at 
John F. Kennedy High School.

Ben Chappell ’93, Lawrence, 
received a Fulbright faculty award 

to teach in the Department of 
American Studies at the University 
of Regensburg, Germany, in spring 
2018.

Brooke (Kennell) Green ’99, 
Aurora, Colorado, received two 
awards upon completion of gradu-
ate school at Regis University in 
Denver in May: the F. Leonard 
Pomponio and Elizabeth M. Adams 
Master of Arts in Counseling Out-
standing Graduate Award and first 
ever Elizabeth M. Adams Master 
of Arts in Counseling Outstanding 
Graduate Award.

Jacob Stahl ’90, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, has been promoted to Sioux 
Falls market president at Liberty 
National Bank.

Jaroslav Tir ’95, Lafayette, Colo-
rado, is the co-author of the recent 
book Incentivizing Peace: How 
International Organizations Can 
Help Prevent Civil Wars in Member 
Countries (Oxford University Press, 
2018).

2000–09

Kacy (Canady) Barker ’08, 
Alexandria, Virginia, earned her 
M.A. in forensic psychology at 
Marymount University. In 2017, 
she began a Ph.D. program at the 
Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology-D.C. campus, major-
ing in international psychology 
with a concentration in trauma 
services. Kacy currently serves on 
the board of directors of the Ten 
Thousand Villages-National Capital 
Area store. In April, Kacy and other 
Ten Thousand Villages volunteers 
went on a Mennonite Central 
Committee-sponsored learning tour 
to Guatemala, where they met some 
of those artisans.

Miriam Friesen ’08, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, is court administrator for 
the Minnesota Court of Appeals.

Brandi (Whitman) Graf ’01, 
Spring Hill, Florida, completed 
her nurse practitioner degree and 
passed certification.

Keith Hiebner ’01, Goshen, 
Indiana, was promoted to distribu-
tion manager for Goshen Brewing 
Company. He has been on the Art 
House board of directors since 
2013, is organizing an inaugural 
blues event this summer with the 
local NPR station, WVPE-FM, and is 
on a team establishing an 18-hole 
disc golf course in Goshen.

Katy Schmidt ’08, Great Bend, 
is employed as the associate zoo-
keeper at Brit Spaugh Zoo. 

2010–19

Kyle Claassen ’10, Andover, 
earned his Ph.D. in mathematics 
from the University of Kansas in 
May. In the fall, he starts as an 
assistant professor of mathematics 
at the Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology, Terre Haute, Indiana.

Zachary Preheim ’17, Mer-
riam, is employed with Cerner, an 
information technology health-care 
company, in patient accounting 
support.

Lyle and Julie Kroeker

Wesley and Dorothy Kroeker 
Estate 

Kroger-Dillons Stores

Mary and Joel Kulp

Marlin and Betta Kym

Julie and Thomas LaCombe

Carol Lamb

Cory and Melissa Lamb

Jackie and Delores Landrum

Samuel and Helen Lapp

Layman’s Antique Mall

George and Jeanette Leary

Cynthia and Todd Lederman

Kerri and Kenneth Lee

Angela G Lehman

Chad Lehman

DeLonna and Byron Lehman

Elsie and Kermit Lehman

Lyle Lehman

Ralph and Evelyn Lehman

Thomas and Mary Jo Lehman

Cheryl Lehmann

Carrie Lehr

Charles and Lois Lehrman

Emily Leisy

Douglas and Wylene Lengel

Nancy Lengel

Hugh and Joyce Lent

Sheri and Alan Lepard

John Leslie

Lester Neufeld & Son

Ronald and Vivian Leupp

David LeVan and Karen 
Sheriff LeVan

Scott and Patricia Lewis

Mark Leydig and Patricia 
Schroeder 

Carol Lichti and Jim Haag

James Lichti and Ed Driskill

Joseph and Debra Lichti

Monica and Marlin Lichti

Debora Lickteig

Metta Lieb

Lilly US Matching Gifts 
Program

William and Gaylia Lindholm

Karen and Andrew Linn

Aaron and Caitlin Linscheid

Allen and Georgia Linscheid

David and Cynthia Linscheid

Don and Rebecca Linscheid

John Linscheid and Ken White

Paul Linscheid

Steven Linscheid

Lori Livengood

Steven and Susan Livengood

Doris and Larry Locke

Arley Loeffler

Dennis and Dori Loepp

Dorothy Loepp

Mildred and Harvey Loewen

Ted and Fran Loewen

Lois and James Loflin

Blair and Lisa Loganbill

Frederick Loganbill and Renee 
Sauder

Judith Loganbill

Larry and Karen Loganbill

Marcus and Cynthia Loganbill

Marilyn Loganbill

Varden Loganbill

Wilma Loganbill

Longview Advisors LLC

Lorraine Avenue Mennonite 
Church, Wichita

James and Lee Ann Love

Janet Lubbers

Jennifer Lucas

Tom and Darcel Luellen

Dorothy Luker

Kirsten Lyman

James Lynch

Gary Lyndaker and Darla 
Banman

Letha Lytle

Jack and Deanna Mace

Edith Maclean

Jason Madonna

Geraldine Major

Donalyn Dee Manion

Djordje Maricic

Karla Marshall

Delon and Joretta Martens

Laurel Martens

Weldon and Jenny Martens

Bill and Betty Martin

Lori and Brian Martin

Martin, Pringle, Oliver, Wallace 
& Bauer LLP

Tom and Gloria Martin

Wilma Martin

Brian Mast and Cheryl 
Kaufman Mast

Gwendolyn and John Mattice

Kent A Mauk

Glenda and Robert Maury

Christiane Mauss

Emma Mc Curdy

Karen and Brett++ McAnulty

Austin McCabe-Juhnke and 
Alyssa Graber Juhnke

John and Karen McCabe-
Juhnke

Darrin and Kari McCloud

Jean McCool
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Austin Unruh ‘14, Marion, South 
Dakota, had the lead role of “Jesus” 
in the 2018 Schmeckfest production 
of Godspell.

marriages

Nichole Gabriel ’15 and Matt 
Cordle, Omaha, Nebraska, June 24, 
2017

Kylee Gragg ’15 and Grace Hartz-
ell, Topeka, Oct. 14, 2017

Whitney Hiebner ’11 and Lance 
Loganbill ’14, June 6, 2015

Kelly Reimer ’15 and Dustin Fou-
dray, Hesston, Aug. 26, 2017

Whitney Steingard ’13 and 
Michael Vander Veen, Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, Nov. 11, 2017

Bethany Thiesen ’11 and Derek 
Odell, Moundridge, Oct. 11, 2014

births

Kelly (Reimer) Foudray ’15 and 
Dustin, Hesston, a daughter, Adalyn 
Grace, June 11

Leah (Clark) Gaeddert ’14 and 
David ’13, North Newton, a son, 
Henry David, April 6

Joel Krehbiel ’06 and Allyson, 
Newton, a daughter, Maria Lillian, 
Dec. 25, 2017

Whitney (Hiebner) Loganbill ’11 
and Lance ’14, Park City, a daugh-
ter, Harper Wren, Aug. 27, 2016

Lauren (Gillis) Montoya ’05 and 
Adam, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
a daughter, Rosemary Harvella, 
April 15

Amanda (Dick) Pedota ’04 and 
Brandt, Portland, Oregon, twin sons, 
Deacon James and Calvin Patrick, 
Feb. 23

deaths

Willard Banman ’55, Newton, 
April 9

Menno Bergen ’53, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Jan. 17, 2014

Bradly Chindamo ’91, Lawrence, 
Sept. 2, 2017

Waldo Dick ’43, Grabill, Indiana, 
May 6, 2017

Marie (Loepp) Draemel ’41, 
Salina, April 16, 2014

Sarah (Dick) Dyck ’53, Waterloo, 
Ontario, Nov. 13, 2017

Marlow Ediger ’53, North New-
ton, May 1

Alvin Friesen ’46, Newton, April 1

Lauren Goering ’68, Lawrence, 
May 2, 2017

Lloyd Goering ’44, Moundridge, 
April 2

Edith (Claassen) Graber ’49, St. 
Louis, May 14

Roy Harmon ’43, Wichita, Nov. 
5, 2016

Anita Klaassen ’68, Oshawa, 
Ontario, April 9, 2013

Aaron Klassen ’53, Waterloo, 
Ontario, April 18, 2011

Martha (Wiens) Koehn ’40, North 
Newton, Nov. 15, 2017

Ben Krehbiel ’53, Moundridge, 
Jan. 3, 2017

Doris Kuchar ’60, Marion, May 13

Kenneth Lippert ’65, Osage City, 
Oct. 18, 2016

Virginia (Androes) Logan ’51, 
San Marcos, Texas, Nov. 15, 2017

Wilma (Friesen) Martens ’49, 
Inman, April 6, 2017

Annabel (Beck) Miller ’38, Prairie 
Village, March 28, 2013

Evelyn (Zerger) Miller ’48, 
Moundridge, Feb. 7, 2016

Eldo Neufeld ’53, Salt Spring 
Island, British Columbia, Jan. 16

Grace (Miller) Neufeld ’53, Salt 
Spring Island, British Columbia, Feb. 
13, 2017

Sherwin Niehage ’61, McPherson, 
Sept. 17, 2015

Alonzo Noble ’79, Sugar Land, 
Texas, Jan. 28

Joann (Schrag) Reeves ’69, Cres-
tone, Colorado, Oct. 1, 2017

Frank Regier ’48, El Cerrito, 
California, April 5, 2014

Save the date!
SOME UPCOMING EVENTS FOR BETHEL ALUMNI AND FRIENDS: 
Saturday, Sept. 15 – Thresher Golf Classic, Sand Creek Station, Newton

Thursday evening, Oct. 4 – Taste of Newton, downtown

Saturday, Oct. 6 – Fall Festival fair, Bethel campus

Sunday, Oct. 7 – Jon C. Gering ‘94 presidential inauguration, Memorial Hall

Saturday, May 11, 2019 – 2nd annual alumni motorcycle ride

Friday-Sunday, June 7-9 – 2019 Alumni Heritage Weekend

For more information about alumni events, watch the mail; see www.bethelks.
edu/alumni; call the Office of Alumni Relations at 316-284-5252 or 800-522-1887, 
ext. 252; or e-mail alumni@bethelks.edu. Please contact us if you’d like to host an 
alumni gathering in your area or on campus.

ISO ALUMNI WHO WORK AT HIGH SCHOOLS

 Eric Preheim ’17, associate director of admissions, has a special message for any Bethel 
alumni who work (as teachers, coaches and/or administrators) at any high school.

 “I want to thank you for everything you do in your communities,” he says. “Bethel is 
blessed to have excellent representatives of this college across the country.

 “Your valuable work often goes overlooked and is underpaid. While we may not be able 
to change your pay, we would like to recognize you for the work you do, and strengthen the 
connection you feel to your alma mater’s Office of Admissions.”

 The admissions office would like to “send each of you a token of appreciation and begin 
building a closer relationship,” Preheim says.

 For this to happen, simply complete a short form that lets office staff know how best to 
reach you, online at www.bethelks.edu/form/yes-i-m-currently-teaching-in-a-

 “Once again, we thank you, and all our alumni, for being part of the best group of 
alumni we know!” Preheim says.

Michelle (Kaufman) Claassen ‘14 and Sean Claassen ‘13 enjoy their conversation with Brad 
Kohlman ‘07 at the 2018 Alumni Banquet.

VADA SNIDER
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Shannon and Kelley 
McCormick

Pamela and Stephen 
McCullough

Joanna and Roger McDowell

Willene McElvain

Randall and Kamela McEwen

Elizabeth McKinley

Richard and Susan McLean-
Neufeld

Jeffrey and Andrea McMains

Kathryn McMurray

McPherson Dental Care LLC

Rachelle and Jason Meinecke

Glen and Rebecca Meints

Kirk and Beth Meints

Myra Meints

Francisco Mendoza and 
Annaken Mendoza-Toews

Mennonite Agri-Urban Inc.

Mennonite Brethren 
Foundation

Mennonite Central 
Committee

Mennonite Church USA

Mennonite Education Agency

Mennonite Foundation 
Inc.

Merrill Lynch

Mary Mertz

Scott and Robin Metzler

Loren and Linda Meyer

Sharon and Stanley Meyer

Gregory and Darla Meysing

Emmy Midkiff

Midland National Bank

Midway Motors Auto Group

Midway Motors Supercenter

Bradley and Susan Mikaelian

John and Nancy Miles

Bonnie and James Miller

Forrest and Nora Miller

Jennifer Miller and Eric 
Boschmann

Marianne and Stanley Miller

Mark and Wendy Miller

Marlyce Miller

Maurice and Marilyn Miller

Michael Miller

Michael and Lois Miller

Michael Miller and Michelle 
Friesen

Sara and Keith Miller

Steven and Marcia Miller

Susan Miller

Terry Miller and Debra Shank 
Miller

Thaddeus and Jennifer Miller

Robert and Gail Milliman

Christopher and Nicole Mills

Rod Milne and Susan Hund-
Milne

Jennifer Milton

Douglas and Jill Minter

Mary Mitchell

Rhonda and Dave Moore

Gretta Moorhead

Sharon and David Morford

Mark and Haley Morgan

Nicholas and Alicia Morgan

Steve and Nancy Morgan

John and Patricia Morton

Billy and Jerilyn Moss

Karen and Dwight Mowry

Charles and Rosalie Moyer

Rosemary Moyer

Rustin and Christine Moyer

Dwight Mueller

Lyman and Arlis Mueller

Ted Mueller and Berneil 
Rupp Mueller

Carol Muirhead

Sara Mullen

Robert and Janie Mullet

Grayson Murphy and Kate 
Brubacher

Nathan and Marissa Murphy

Roger and Alicia Myatt

Bradley and Jodi Nachtigal

Chester and Ann Nachtigal

Franklin and Helen Nachtigal

Michael and Diane Nachtigal

Sharon and Samuel Nance

Jesse Nathan

National Philanthropic Trust

Dana and Kathleen Neff

Jimmy and Winifred Neher

Mae Nelson

Network For Good

Anita and Ray Neufeld

Cornelius Neufeld

Edward Neufeld and Sherie 
Surbaugh

Harry and Donna Neufeld

Jim and Priscilla Neufeld

Joyce Neufeld Price and 
Ronald Price 

Justina Neufeld

Kevin Neufeld

Kristi Neufeld and Jonathan 
Slemmer

Marianne Neufeld

Robert and Rosalie Neufeld

Harold Neufeldt

Kathryn and Francis News

Newton Dance Connections

Newton Et Cetera Shop Inc

Newton Healthcare Corp

Newton Mercantile Company

Dennis and Cathryn Nguyen

Elton and Denise Nickel

James and Becky Nickel

Nicole Ohlde Basketball 
Academy LLC

Leticia and Randall Nielsen

Kermit and Sandra Nikkel

Theodore and Joan Nikkel

Clarence and Gladys Niles

William and Carol North

Northridge PTO

David Nygaard++

Stephen and Christa Obold 
Eshleman

Craig Geary and Rebecca 
Obold-Geary

Oklahoma City Community 
Foundation

Omaha Community 
Foundation

James O’Mara

Oregon Community 
Foundation

Benjamin Ortiz and Lisa 
Goering

Arlan and Ellen Ortman

David Ortman and Ann 
Marchand

Mark and Lori Ortman

Marlo and Mavis Ortman

Orville and Janelle Ortman

Clark Oswald and Libby 
Schrag

John and Evi Otte

Jon and Sondra Otto

Thomas and Donna Overbay

Cassi Owen

Pacific Power Foundation

David Painter

Laurie Pan

Pamela Pancake

Eulala Pankratz

Norman and Lorrayne 
Pankratz

Stuart and Roberta Pankratz

Rachel and John Pannabecker

Janet Parker

Partners in Family Care LLC

Sue Paschal

Cynthia Patry

Dean and Rita Patterson

Dewayne and Elisabeth Pauls

Helen Pauls

Joleen and Herbert Pauls

Vernon and Janice Pauls

Arlene Epp Pearsall

Alvin and Susanne Penner

Bruno and Julia Penner

Darin and Erica Penner

David Penner

Donald and Carolyn Penner

Donald and Kathryn Penner

Douglas Penner and 
Raylene Hinz-Penner

Glenn Penner

Laverne Rutschman ’45, North 
Newton, March 21

Erma (Plett) Schmidt ’42, Buhler, 
Dec. 29, 2016

Robert Schmidt ’52, North New-
ton, April 1

Javan Shelly ’70, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
April 21, 2015

Vernon Smith ’38, Toccoa, Geor-
gia, May 31, 2016

Ada C. (Ferf) van Ravenstein 
’48, Heemsted, the Netherlands, 
Nov. 19, 2016

Leroy Wall ’70, Newton, March 
9, 2015

Gordon Waltner ’92, Hesston, 
Nov. 6, 2017

Alumni are invited to submit  
recent news of interest to  
others—marriage, job change,  
addition of a child, award, promotion, 
graduate school, retirement, and so 
on—to the Office of Alumni Rela-
tions. Mail to 300 East 27th Street, 
North Newton, KS 67117, e-mail to 
alumni@bethelks.edu or submit via the 
Bethel website at www.bethelks.edu/
alumni-update. Please model your 
information after the current listings 
below, beginning with name, class year, 
city and state.

Anyone who earns 24 or more credit 
hours is a Bethel alumnus, whether a 
graduate or not. When reaching alumni 
status, they are assigned a “class year” 
(later replaced by “grad year” if they 
graduate). 

The year behind each name below is the 
person’s class year, often the same as 
the grad year unless the individual has 
told the alumni office that they wish to 
associate with another reunion year (as 
in the case of a five-year program, study 
overseas, etc., that delays graduation). 

For additional activities of Bethel faculty 
and staff who are alumni of the college, 
go to www.bethelks.edu/news-events/
newsroom/facstaff-achievements.
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Bethel is good at helping students be successful, said 
Francisca Méndez-Harclerode, Ph.D., the speaker for the 
college’s 125th annual commencement ceremony May 
20 — but maybe that isn’t quite enough.
 Méndez-Harclerode, associate professor of biology, titled her address 
to 83 graduating seniors and their families and friends “Guard your 
heart: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
 “How many want to be successful? Raise your hands,” she said to 
the students.
 “The good news is, at Bethel we’re good at teaching you to be suc-
cessful. We teach you to write well, to speak well, to think critically and 
be high achievers.
 “We also teach you to work hard, to always do a little bit more — 
and that worries me sometimes, because I think we teach you to love 
work above all else, and I want my students to be happy. We don’t 
always do so well at [teaching] that.
 “I want you to have that long-lasting happiness of the person with a 
life they lived well.”
 The principal of “where your treasure, there your heart” came from 
“two important books, the Bible and Harry Potter,” Méndez-Harclerode 
said.
 “Whatever endeavor you spend the most time and resources on, you 
will start to value the most.” She cited her late father, a hard-working 
physician, and herself during her Ph.D. studies, as examples of people 
who (temporarily or permanently) “became their work.”
 The justification for spending so much time and energy on some-
thing is “It’s worth it.” But does it have inherent value, Méndez-Har-
clerode wondered, or do we create the value out of our own striving?
 “That’s not to say it is not worth it — but then some of us lose our 
identity in the child, the degree, the job, the endeavor, and you don’t 
know where you end and the other starts.
 “So are we not to pursue endeavors with high cost? That isn’t what 
I mean – pursue them with your eyes open.
 “I’ve told many of you repeatedly: Decide what you want to be and 
why. I don’t mean ‘a biologist’ or ‘a scientist,’ but what kind of person. 
Let that be your true North that helps your find your way out of the dark 
woods and scorching deserts of life.
 “Many of us base our identity in performance, but what hap-
pens when you don’t get the A, you don’t win the prize, you don’t get 
admitted, you don’t get published, you don’t get promoted — when we 
disappoint ourselves?
 “Find something that can bear the weight of life and death, joy and 
disappointment. For me, that’s God. Not because I’m ‘so religious’ — 
the truth is, I’m selfish and I want to be happy. I choose the Christian 
God, the only being that can make me happy, that gives me grace.
 “I choose God to reign over my life, so when times get tough and 
happiness seems like a distant illusion, my sense of identity is not 
crumbled.”
 Méndez-Harclerode concluded by handing a card to each graduate 
with her speech title printed on it, as the “notes” from her “lecture.”

 It mattered to have these, she told them, because “I know you’re 
getting a test. I know you will be tested on identity issues, on giving your 
heart away to something that doesn’t deserve it, over and over again.
 “[Now] when the test comes, you’ll have the notes to remind you to 
guard your heart and remain true to yourself.
 “We love you and we’re very proud of you. May God grant you the 
desires of your heart, now and always.”
 Earlier in the day, the baccalaureate service included prelude music 
by graduating seniors and reflections from three of them.
 Perhaps previewing Méndez-Harclerode, Roderick Williams, Dallas, 
said, “Bethel taught me to be true to myself, no matter where life takes 
me next, and to keep my own style — [we] can be imitated, but never 
duplicated.”
 Kiley Varney, Hesston, noted how experiences had shaped her over 
four years. She had been encouraged to be part of student government 
already as a freshman and concluded her time at Bethel as student body 
president.
 The most important aspect of student government, she said, was 
that “it helped me grow into a person with a passion for serving my 
community.”
 Kimberly Carbonell came to Bethel as a transfer student from 
Wichita, but is originally from Puerto Rico.
 “Being a gay, Puerto Rican woman, I was afraid coming into this 
small Mennonite college in the middle of nowhere, I’d be judged,” she 
said, “but boy was I wrong.
 “I have never in my life loved myself more for who I am than I have 
in the last three years. Through the spirit of Jesus Christ, Bethel College 
has fostered a community that loves, accepts and showcases those in it. 
Bethel College has accepted, cherished and uplifted me and my soul.” 

MELANIE ZUERCHER

SPEAKER GIVES GRADUATES 
‘LECTURE NOTES FOR LIFE’

STUDENTS

Francisca Méndez-Harclerode
VADA SNIDER
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Robert Milliman, Ph.D., academic dean, presents a diploma to Michael Bell, Wichita.
VADA SNIDER

Shalei Swaim, McPherson, a nursing graduate (as 
indicated by her mortarboard), follows commence-
ment speaker Francisca Méndez-Harclerode’s 
instruction to take a selfie with the card that’s just 
been handed out to all the graduates.

VADA SNIDER

Jon Gering ’94, Ph.D., leads his first commencement 
processional as president of Bethel College, followed 
by, from left, Ada Schmidt-Tieszen ’74, Ph.D., Lisa 
Janzen Scott ’84 and Peter Goerzen ‘07.

VADA SNIDER

From left, graduating seniors Leah Friesen, Henderson, Nebraska, Da’Ron Gillis, Dallas, Cayla Lawless, Burlin-
game, Kimberly Carbonell, Wichita, and Katie Neira, San Antonio, light candles during Baccalaureate.

VADA SNIDER

GRADUATION 2018
(Sunday, May 20)
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EMPLOYEES

John Bjerum ‘05, adjunct instructor of social work

Bethany (Wentzel) Charlsen, Title IX coordinator

James Cottage, head men’s soccer coach 

Julian Gonzalez-Salamanca, director of diversity and inclusion

Adam Haag, director of Information and Media Services (IMS) 

Bryan Hall, adjunct instructor of social work 

Kate Jolliff ’18, admissions counselor

Karl “Fritz” Juhnke, instructor of mathematics. He has a Ph.D. in 
applied mathematics from Southern Methodist University, Dallas.

Kelly Knudsen, adjunct instructor of language

Meredith Lehman ’11, assistant professor of business and econom-
ics. She has an M.A. in organizational and multicultural communication 
from DePaul University, Chicago.

Shaka Lucas ’18, admissions counselor

Brooke Powers ’15, clinical education coordinator for the athletic 
training program. She has an M.S. in exercise science from Concordia 
University, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Bobbi Schrag, assistant professor of nursing

Zackary Shinkle, coordinator of student activities and engagement. 
He has an M.S. in higher education/student affairs from Fort Hays State 
University. 

Kate Swartley, UNICACH partnership coordinator

APPOINTED

Eric Schrag ’98, vice president for institutional advance-
ment, announced his resignation effective May 31.
 Schrag came to Bethel a year ago from Bethesda Home in Goessel, 
where he was administrator and CEO. He has taken the position of direc-
tor of development for Prairie View Mental Health Services, Newton.
 Schrag was appointed Bethel VPIA in June 2017. Four months later, 
the Bethel College Board of Directors named Jon Gering ’94 Bethel’s 
15th president. Gering is also Schrag’s brother-in-law.
 “I was elated to hear the news of Jon’s appointment,” Schrag said. 
“I think his energy, professional experience, experience as a [Bethel] 
student, positivity and enthusiasm are going to do tremendous things 
for Bethel moving forward.
 “The board has been wonderfully supportive and affirming of our 
shared employment at the college, and put systems in place right away 
to make the relationship as transparent and healthy as possible for 
Bethel, Jon and me.”

 However, Schrag continued, 
“personally it became a challenge to 
navigate the dual role in unantici-
pated ways, so I am choosing to step 
aside for the health of the institution 
in the long run.”
 Bethel recently announced an 
$11.8 million capital campaign as 
approved by the board in their April 
1-2 meetings.
 “Bethel has a wonderful constitu-
ency and many exciting things on the 
horizon,” Schrag said. “While timing 
is never ideal for staff departure, the 
transition at the beginning of a cam-
paign, when a successor can be part of finalizing the structural plans 
and larger campaign visions, seems healthiest.”
 Schrag graduated from Bethel with a B.A. in communication arts. He 
was associate director of development at Bethel from 2003-06.

SCHRAG LEAVES ADVANCEMENT 
TEAM FOR PRAIRE VIEW

Eric Schrag
COURTESY PHOTO
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Merle Schlabaugh, D.A., professor of German, has racked 
up tens of thousands of miles in international travel — 
and hopes to add some domestic ones as he retires.

This spring, Schlabaugh completed 33 years teaching German at 
Bethel. He also served as faculty Athletic Representative (FAR) and 
transfer student adviser for the past 18 years.

In 1984, Schlabaugh’s spouse, Karen Bauman Schlabaugh, joined the 
music department at Tabor College in Hillsboro, while Merle Schlabaugh 
took fill-in assignments at Tabor, teaching elementary German, Introduc-
tion to Bible and Mennonite History.

“[That] fall, I met Deb Hunsberger [then teaching German at Bethel] 
at a … faculty get-together,” Schlabaugh recalls. “She told me, ‘Be in 
contact with the dean at Bethel, because I might be taking a leave of 
absence.’”

When that leave materialized, Schlabaugh was called for an interview 
and secured a one-year fill-in at Bethel. When Hunsberger made the 
leave permanent, Schlabaugh was offered the job and continued at 
Bethel for the next three decades. (Karen Schlabaugh joined the Bethel 
music faculty in 1994.)

Schlabaugh has seen some changes over those years. Probably the 
most profound was the reduction of the German and Spanish language 
programs to minors in 2009.

Schlabaugh developed and led the Deutsche Weihnachten (German 
Advent) worship service during the Christmas season for 25 years, until 
2009.

In the area of athletics, the percentage of athletes has increased, 
Schlabaugh says. “There are more teams — since I came, we have 
added [intercollegiate] soccer, golf, softball, competitive cheer, and 
maybe cross country, I’m not sure when that started.”

There have been a number of facilities either built from the ground 
up (Voth Hall, Krehbiel Science Center and Thresher Stadium) or 
significantly renovated (the old Science Hall transforming into Will 
Academic Center, major additions to the tennis courts — now Ward 
Tennis Center — and the evolution of the “snack shop,” Bubbert’s, into 
Mojo’s Coffee).

Schlabaugh’s office was first in the “garden level” (as termed by 
an administrative assistant) of Haury Hall. After several years, teacher 
education and social work moved in, and the languages — German and 
English at the time; Spanish was added in the mid ’90s — relocated to 
the second floor of the Ad Building.

Schlabaugh began as FAR at the start of the 2000-01 school year. 

PROFESSOR’S RETIREMENT PLANS 
INCLUDE TRAVELING ON HIS OWN 
SCHEDULE
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Herman and Sarah Regier 
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 From 2006-09, Schrag was director of marketing and development 
at Bethesda Home. In 2009, he added the title and responsibilities of 
assistant administrator. In 2011, he became Bethesda Home’s adminis-
trator and in 2012 the CEO.
 “Eric’s resignation was unexpected,” said Gering. “He was doing a 
great job in his role as vice president for institutional advancement.
 “I’m saddened by his departure, but have come to understand the 
situational challenges he was facing and his reasons for resigning. I will 
miss having him on campus.
 “The capital campaign will continue as planned — $11.8 million 
over three years.”
 In early June, Gering gave an update on the VPIA position. After 
initially developing a job description and releasing a position announce-

ment, Gering decided to close the search and retain a consultant “to 
help restructure and rebuild the Office of Advancement,” he said.
 “The restructuring work will take place collectively among me, 
advancement office staff, the consultant, and many college constituents. 
It will focus on both the capital campaign and the advancement office 
more generally, and should position us to be successful moving forward.
 “We will work to make two hires as soon as we have clarity regard-
ing job responsibilities. We will then proceed to identify best practices 
and systems to maximize our efforts in the office.”
 In the meantime, Brad Schmidt ’88, director of alumni engagement, 
will serve as the director of the advancement office during this time of 
restructuring.



32 B e t h e l  C o l l e g e  C o n t e x t

“Maybe a more familiar term is ‘compliance officer,’” he says, “certifying 
that all athletes are eligible or ineligible, signing eligibility certificates, 
supposedly being the final authority on eligibility according to the NAIA.

“The coaches have become more in-tune to eligibility needs as the 
years have passed,” Schlabaugh told Bethel sports information director 
Josh Booth ’16 in a retirement interview. “The way I handle my day-to-
day responsibilities … moved into an online, electronic database instead 
of the majority being faxes, pencil and paper, and long phone calls.”

It was always hard to have to tell a student s/he was not eligible to 
compete, Schlabaugh says, but the feeling he got when he successfully 
worked with a student to stay eligible and to succeed academically 
outweighed the negative.

“I’m an advocate for the students — I always have been,” he adds. 
Schlabaugh enjoys watching sports, and attends as many games in the 
various sports as he can.

“Numerous students have said I was the first person to care for their 
educational well-being, with stories at previous schools [of feeling] like 
they were just being used for their athletic prowess and being pushed 
towards whatever classes were easiest to finish. To get students to see 
the bigger picture and their futures after Bethel has made this a great 
experience.”

Students have been a major highlight of his 33 years, Schlabaugh 
says. “I generally have had really good students,” he says, but admits he 
might have a slight bias in favor of his German students.

Schlabaugh also served as the study abroad adviser, helping students 
complete everything they needed to do in order to spend a short term, 

semester or entire year in an academic institution in another country, 
“close to 30 different ones [over the years],” he says.

The Wuppertal-Bethel exchange program has been another highlight. 
“Many of those students [who came to Bethel from Wuppertal] are still 
in contact,” he says. 

This past January, Schlabaugh helped plan and then accompanied 
his seventh Europe Concert Choir tour. “The first Wuppertal student, 
Fritz Potreck, and his wife came to the Krefeld concert. Past Wuppertal 
students often come to Europe choir tour concerts.”

He’s been to 11 different countries on Europe choir tours. In addition, 
he has led 10 interterm trips (to Germany and other German-speaking 
countries) with German students and others interested in a German-
language experience.

He recalls former students who won a competitive award (on his 
nominations) to study at the Free University of Berlin for the summer 
and others who secured Fulbright grants to be language teaching 
assistants in Germany.

“A lot of [German majors] went on to graduate school in a whole 
host of programs, from medical and dental school, to law, to compara-
tive literature, to theology, to German — in math, physics, English, 
music,” he says. “Every single one [who applied] got accepted to gradu-
ate school.”

He’s also proud of 2017 graduate Lucas DuPriest, who received the 
A.O. Duer Award in 2016, again on Schlabaugh’s nomination — an 
honor presented annually to one male and one female athlete selected 
from all NAIA member institutions.

Schlabaugh’s own awards have included the Ralph P. Schrag Distin-
guished Teaching Award at Bethel in 1999, and being named German 
Teacher of the Year by the Kansas chapter of the American Association 
of Teachers of German (2010) and the Kansas Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference FAR of the Year (2014).

As for what’s next, Schlabaugh says he looks forward to “traveling 
with Karen [who retired in 2017] to places we haven’t explored yet 
— like to Croatia with a former student’s parents who have become 
friends. There are also a lot of places in the U.S. that we haven’t visited 
— like west of Colorado, Glacier National Park, some of those places. 
When you’re not teaching, you can go in the off season when it’s not 
packed full.”

MELANIE ZUERCHER
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Merle Schlabaugh touches the threshing stone as Bethel faculty process into 
Thresher Stadium for the 2018 commencement ceremonies.  

VADA SNIDER
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Robert W. “Bob” Schmidt, Ph.D., North Newton, profes-
sor emeritus of chemistry, died April 1. He was 88.

Schmidt was born in Enid, Oklahoma. He went to a one-room grade 
school and completed his secondary schooling at Oklahoma Bible Acad-
emy, Meno, where his mother, Esther Schmidt ’26, was a teacher and his 
father, August Schmidt ’25, was the principal. 

Although Schmidt grew up during the years of the Great Depression, 
when times were hard, the Schmidt parents made sure their children 
took piano lessons and had a traveling library from the state during the 
summer.

They went back and forth frequently between Oklahoma and Kansas 
to visit relatives and help with wheat harvest on a family farm near 
Pawnee Rock. Longer trips to California, Minnesota and Colorado were 
also enriching experiences for the Schmidt siblings.

Schmidt entered Bethel College in 1948 — both parents and almost 
all his uncles and aunts were alumni, and Schmidt looked forward to his 
turn at Bethel and the liberal arts atmosphere he had soaked up from 
his older brothers and cousins.

At the time of his 80th birthday, Schmidt told a Bethel College 
Mennonite Church newsletter writer that he had read his brothers’ 
yearbooks so many times he felt he knew the students he saw there — 
little knowing he would marry one of the young women pictured in the 
1947 yearbook.

Schmidt received his chemistry degree from Bethel in 1952. He then 
taught one year at Sun City (Kansas) High School, where he had 20 stu-
dents. In 1953, he married his college sweetheart, Betty Enns, who had 
taught that year at Coats (Kansas) High School, about 20 miles away. 
They were married 64 years.

The Schmidts moved to Norman, Oklahoma, where they started their 
family and Schmidt continued his education at the University of Okla-
homa, earning master’s (with a thesis on the halogens of soft sea coral) 
and Ph.D. degrees. He then taught for two years at Simpson College, 
Indianola, Iowa.

In the fall of 1960, Schmidt was invited to join the Bethel faculty to 
teach chemistry and microbiology. The family moved to North Newton 

in 1961, after the end of that school 
year at Simpson.

Schmidt described his time at 
Bethel as “a dream come true.” His 
first 10 years there were during the 
heyday of the National Science Foun-
dation, which made it possible for 
Schmidt to attend summer research 
and study programs.

Other highlights were sabbaticals 
at the Marine Institute of Virginia, at 
the University of Iowa Medical School 
and the University of Oklahoma. 
Schmidt also taught summer and 
evening classes at Wichita State 
University.

Due to difficulties with a malady known as ET (essential tremor), 
Schmidt took early retirement in 1991, which made it possible for him to 
pursue a lifelong interest in old and rare books.

When Book ReViews, a used-book store, moved from its original 
location in North Newton to downtown Newton, Schmidt began 
volunteering there. In 2006, a group of investors bought the store and 
incorporated it as a nonprofit, with Schmidt as the manager. 

After Schmidt left the manager position, he continued to help 
establish and maintain the store’s online book sales presence through 
ABE Books — a major source of income for the store, which donates all 
profits to local charities.

According to his family, Schmidt was an avid reader, had a won-
derful sense of humor, loved history and was “always on a quest for 
knowledge.”

He is survived by his wife, Betty Schmidt ’51; children, Rebecca ’78 
(Gary ’80) Dick and Karen (Kent) Richards, both of Baldwin City, Brian 
’80 (Debra) Schmidt, Lenexa, and Kenneth ’82 (Linda) Schmidt, Salt Lake 
City; and eight grandchildren.

Memorials are the Robert W. Schmidt Endowed Scholarship Fund at 
Bethel College and Bethel College Mennonite Church, where Schmidt 
had been a member since 1954.

MELANIE ZUERCHER

CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR LOVED 
RARE BOOKS, HISTORY AND 
LEARNING
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The sound of trumpets played by brothers Braden ’16 
and Kyle Unruh ’11 officially began the April 5 celebra-
tion in Mem Hall that honored John K. Sheriff, Ph.D. 
— Ernest E. Leisy Professor Emeritus of English, former 
academic dean, three-time interim president — for his 
50 years at Bethel.

That was because, said emcee Heather Esau Zerger ’96, the Year of 
Jubilee described in the Hebrew Scriptures (which happened “in the fif-
tieth year,” when debts were forgiven and freedom emphasized) began 
with the sound of trumpets.

 The “John Sheriff Jubilee” included tributes from several people 
representing various facets of Sheriff’s life at Bethel: Reginal Williams 
’89 (Sheriff as professor); Brad Born ’84, Ph.D., professor of English (as 
faculty colleague); Dale Schrag ’69, former campus pastor and church 
relations director (as administrative cabinet colleague); and Zerger, for-
mer board chair, and George Rogers III ’69, board member and former 
dean of students (as president).

Raylene Hinz-Penner ’70 presented Sheriff with a notebook in which 
were compiled letters and notes sent by many more people from those 
and other categories, and Brett Birky ’87, current board chair, gave 
Sheriff a print by Professor Emeritus of Art Bob Regier ’52. 

 Williams described himself as “not a [literature] guy,” who came 
from the big city ill-equipped to succeed at a place like Bethel without 

help. But he found it, including from Sheriff who, Williams said, taught 
him to write.

 “I wasn’t going to be an award-winning writer,” Williams said, “but 
that wasn’t the purpose. From that [learning], I developed the skills to 
think critically. John said, ‘It’s not just for the grade. You need the skills 
to communicate, but it’s good for you personally. [Writing] cleanses the 
soul. When things are heavy, you put it out in writing, and it becomes 
lighter.’”

 As interim president, Sheriff stepped into “a time of institutional 
crisis” three times (2005-06, 2009-10 and 2017-18), said Schrag. “He 
was described as being ‘a decisive risk-taker’ while also being a calming, 
non-anxious presence.

 “I suggest that your greatest gift [to Bethel] might have been those 
three times as interim president.”

 Birky noted that Sheriff, each time he was asked to assume the 
interim president role, “didn’t step back, aside or away. He’d say, ‘I’m 
willing to do it if the board really wants me.’ Yes, John. Yes, we do.”

 “We breathed a sigh of relief that John would see us through these 
times,” Zerger said, and Rogers added, “We appreciated that John 
wasn’t afraid to make hard decisions. He had the drive and the plans to 
move the college forward.”

Zerger, like Williams a former student of Sheriff’s, said, “He built 
relationships. In each of his roles, our trust was well-placed.”

 Hinz-Penner first met Sheriff when she was a student and confesses 
to remembering nothing about the class because of being too “starry-
eyed with my upcoming wedding.” Eight years later, she sat at John and 
Elsie Sheriff’s kitchen table to talk about coming back to Bethel, this 

‘JOHN SHERIFF JUBILEE’ MARKS 
50 YEARS OF SERVICE TO BETHEL 
COLLEGE
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time to teach. “John became my colleague for the next two decades.”
 She pointed out that the notebook included a list of “Sheriff-isms” 

— such as “If you can’t lie with it, it’s not a language.” Sara Jackson 
Miller ’90 wrote, “I still measure every piece of literature I read by the 
‘standard of redemption.’ John could always find it.”

Hinz-Penner offered the volume “of tributes and memories on 
behalf of the broader Bethel community. Thank you from all of us for 
everything.”

Several of the speakers expressed appreciation for Sheriff’s spouse, 
Elsie. “Thanks for your commitment and sacrifice,” said Williams. “When 
[one person is] engaged in doing big, great things, it takes the spouse 
[to contribute, too] — it takes a team.” Zerger added, “I want to publicly 
acknowledge how you supported and worked with John. We appreciate 
your sacrifices,” and current president Jon Gering ’94 said, “Nobody 
exists 50 years in higher education without a support person.”

Sheriff said, “The multiple roles I’ve served have greatly expanded my 
view of Bethel College and the people who work and serve here.

“I was fortunate to be befriended by Bethel College. That is one of the 
greatest gifts and most important facts of my life. Students, colleagues, 
board members, alumni — all have changed me and made me a better 
person.”

He came to Bethel as a very young faculty member “knowing almost 
nothing about [the college], nothing about Anabaptism and with no 
teaching experience. A profuse thanks for taking the risk to hire me.

“It’s good to be present in a roomful of friends willing to set aside 
all but the positive for one evening, to serve as a benediction for my 50 
years at Bethel College.” MELANIE ZUERCHER

John Sheriff with the print by Professor Emeritus of Art Bob Regier given Sheriff 
by the Bethel Board in recognition of Sheriff’s 50 years of service to the college

VADA SNIDER



If Restorative Justice is “about the community,” then 
the first RJ conference in Kansas was about creating 
community.

Bethel and its peacebuilding institute, the Kansas Institute for Peace 
and Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR), hosted that conference, Restorative 
Kansas: A Vision for Justice, April 19-20 on campus.

At the opening session for Restorative Kansas, Sheryl Wilson, KIPCOR 
executive director, noted, “On my first day of work, Nov. 6 [2017], I 
found out that within six months we were putting on the first-ever 
statewide conference on Restorative Justice.”

Though it was a daunting prospect, “I was thrilled beyond measure,” 
she continued. “Here was an opportunity to organize and bring together 
all the people who have an interest in this field — the practitioners, 
doing your work in places where people don’t know exactly what you do 
or where to place you. We want to give you a place to find community.”

She then instructed everyone in the audience to “look around and 
find someone you didn’t come with. You might have seen them before 
but you really don’t know them. Find your conference buddy. We are a 
small but mighty community and I want us to behave like one.”

Wilson and Greg Paul, a communication studies professor at Kansas 
State University, moderated the keynote panel for that opening session.

Morris Jenkins is helping the Fort Myers Police Department develop a 
community engagement project. Joanne Katz, a retired professor of legal 
studies, recently returned from a Fulbright term in Vietnam. Raj Sethuraju 
works with community policing. Jasmyn Story focuses on integrating RJ 
into educational institutions, particularly around sexual violence on col-
lege campuses. Edward Valandra leads the Colorizing Restorative Justice 
project for Living Justice Press.

The interaction was everything conference planners hoped for and 
more.

“They got along so well,” Wilson says. “[They modeled] how we 
support each other’s work. One thing we hear all the time from RJ 
practitioners is ‘We need support.’

“We intentionally and authentically created community [with this 
conference].”

Much of the day-and-a-half-long conference was given to workshop 
sessions.

Since Kansas has a fairly active “Restorative Justice in Schools” 
initiative, of which KIPCOR is also a key part, one workshop track was 
devoted to that, with a session on restorative practices in Kansas public 
schools, a session on national trends, and a session on restorative prac-
tices in higher education.

Other workshop options included “Restoring Justice in Native Ameri-
can Communities,” RJ in prison programs for victims and offenders, 
restorative practices in faith communities, juvenile justice reform, RJ and 
community policing, and trauma-informed restorative practices.

Mark Umbreit, an internationally known expert in the latter, led the 
session, which Wilson notes was “one of the best-attended workshops 
of the conference.”

Story and David Karp, a professor at Skidmore College, spoke in 
Bethel’s Friday convocation about a project called Campus PRISM 

(Promoting Restorative Initiatives for Sexual Misconduct), which works 
at having RJ inform issues of sexual harassment and sexual violence on 
college campuses.

Story is herself a survivor of sexual assault. “I had gone through the 
criminal justice process,” she says, “and it didn’t work for me. It was a 
‘system of continuous shame’ that impeded me getting the account-
ability I deserved.

“I needed a space to share my story and flesh out the harm, and also 
a space for the other people I cared about who were also affected, such 
as my mother and my partner.”

“The starting place is, ‘What was the harm?’” Karp adds. “And then, 
‘What are the needs associated with that harm?’ The way you answer 
those questions can be a restorative response.

“What we’ve discovered is that for many survivors, one of the primary 
desires around healing is acknowledgment of the harm that was done.” 
However, the U.S. criminal justice system has “trained [the accused] to 
deny or minimize responsibility,” he says.

“So we need to create the conditions for the person who caused 
the harm to admit it and accept responsibility — because not doing so 
denies or invalidates the victim’s experience.

“We’re not saying … that Restorative Justice is the only option, but it 
needs to be one option. We’re discovering that many students are [ask-
ing] for restorative options.

“From personal experience, I realized it’s not just me with the need to 
repair the harm,” Story says. “The perpetrator wanted to, too, but he had 
no modality, no training, nothing to help him. I didn’t know I needed 
the apology until I got it, and it changed everything. And he could have 
done it so much better, but he didn’t know how.”

In addition to Bethel College and KIPCOR, sponsors and planners for 
Restorative Kansas were the Center for Conflict Resolution, Kansas City, 
Missouri; Kansas Department of Corrections, Victim Services, Topeka; 
K-State Department of Communication Studies; Mennonite Central 
Committee-Central States, based in North Newton; the National Associa-
tion of Community and Restorative Justice (NACRJ); Offender Victim 
Ministries of Newton; and the Salina Institute for Restorative Justice.

Michael Gilbert, executive director of NACRJ, gave his summary 
observations at the close of Restorative Kansas.

“What I saw were deeply substantive, deeply meaningful, intensely 
important conversations. If you have those conversations with other 
people in your life, there will be ripples on ripples of good instead of harm.

“Kansas is on the move. You might not be large in number but you 
will be.”

MELANIE ZUERCHER

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CONFERENCE 
ABOUT CREATING COMMUNITY

CAMPUS

Bethel senior Kimberly Carbonell, right, asks a question at a convo on restorative 
justice in cases of sexual violence; from left, David Karp and Jasmyn Story, with 
Sheryl Wilson, executive director of KIPCOR. 

MICHAEL
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Jalane Schmidt came into the world, almost literally, in 
the transition from “Civil Rights” to “Black Power.”

Schmidt, now associate professor of religious studies at the University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville (a position she has held since 2015, though 
she began teaching at UVA in 2007), was at Bethel April 16-17 to talk 
about white privilege and white supremacy.

A 1991 Bethel graduate, Schmidt had a pointed message and chal-
lenge for the white people in her audience — many of them with a 
history of social activism — to use their inherent power to be “accom-
plices” in people of color’s struggle for equity, dignity and freedom.

Schmidt was born on the South Side of Chicago in October 1968, 
“almost six months to the day after Martin Luther King Jr. was assas-
sinated,” she says. “My parents could stand at their front door and see 
buildings going up in flames” after King’s death was announced.

Schmidt, who is biracial, was adopted at birth by Kansans Steve ’67 
and Wanda Ream Schmidt ’90. They had moved to Chicago for Steve 
to do his alternative service during the Vietnam War. He then went to 
the University of Chicago for graduate school and worked as a teacher, 
while Wanda was a nurse.

The family attended Woodlawn Mennonite Church for the first two 
years of Schmidt’s life. The church building was heavily damaged by 
arson in July 1970 because of the (African-American) pastor’s refusal to 
cooperate with a local “black power” group. Steve and Wanda decided 
to take their two small daughters (Jill was born about 18 months after 
Jalane) and move back to Kansas.

Steve and Wanda then helped found an intentional Christian commu-
nity in Newton called New Creation (it is still New Creation Fellowship 
Church, a Mennonite congregation, though no longer a community). 
One of its main reasons for existence, Schmidt says, was that members 
wanted to live simply, with incomes below taxable levels so as not to 
contribute to the U.S. military budget.

So from an early age, Schmidt was steeped in the social justice impli-
cations of the Bible and the Anabaptist faith. That upbringing made her 

into a campus activist at Bethel as a member of the Peace Club and the 
women’s collective Sappho, led her to a Ministry Inquiry Program pas-
toral internship at the interracial Markham (Illinois) Mennonite Church, 
and pointed her toward Mennonite Central Committee’s Washington 
Office after graduation from Bethel.

She planned to go to seminary, expecting it to be the Mennonite semi-
nary in Elkhart, Indiana. But a number of her colleagues among afford-
able-housing advocates — a main part of her Washington Office portfolio 
— plus Bethel mentors and family members had attended or graduated 
from Harvard Divinity School, and encouraged her to consider it.

At Harvard, she especially enjoyed studying ethics, biblical and church 
history and African-American religious history. “I was fascinated by the 
African-American struggle for peace and justice,” she says, “and also 
with the religions of the Afro-Caribbean diaspora.”

It was the latter interest that turned her from an earlier intention 
toward pastoral ministry to further studies. She has an M.Div. and went 
on to earn M.A. and a Ph.D. from Harvard as well, both in religious stud-
ies. Her dissertation focused in part on 20th-century Cuban festivals for 
the Virgin of Charity.

At UVA, she teaches classes such as “Conquest and Religions” and 
“Magic and Witchcraft” — but also “Whiteness and Religion” and 
“Whiteness: A Racial Category.”

In her first Bethel talk, “Huck Finn Moments: Using White Privilege 
to Dismantle White Supremacy,” Schmidt went through a list of white 

SPEAKER SAYS MOVEMENT FOR 
JUSTICE NEEDS ‘ACCOMPLICES, NOT 
ALLIES’

Jalane Schmidt speaks in convocation April 17.   
VADA SNIDER
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Americans who had been willing to “go to hell” as Huck Finn was will-
ing, in his words, when he decided not to turn in his friend and traveling 
companion, Jim, a runaway slave.

The list started with Samuel Worcester, who defended Cherokee 
Nation sovereignty in court vs. the state of Georgia, leading to a 
Supreme Court decision that the United States must honor its treaty with 
the Cherokees. President Andrew Jackson defied the ruling, resulting 
in the Trail of Tears, and Worcester later died in “Indian Territory” (now 
Oklahoma).

It concluded with a small group of UVA students who resisted a 
white supremacist torch rally on the evening of Aug. 11, 2017, and were 
assaulted while police stood by and did nothing, and with Heather Heyer, 
killed when a white supremacist attacked a group of counter-protesters 
with his car during the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville.

In her second presentation the next day, Schmidt talked specifically 
about Charlottesville history from the Civil War to the present day, set-
ting the context for the events of Aug. 11-12, 2017.

She told how whites and people of color in Charlottesville organized 
to resist the alt-right and white supremacist groups who had targeted 
the town (because of a long, drawn-out and still ongoing effort to 
remove two statues of Confederate generals that date from the 1920s, 
and which Schmidt’s historical research shows to have been erected to 
help solidify Jim Crow law).

Schmidt told of “holding space” — rhetorically (through spoken and 
printed word and social media), politically and physically.

The latter takes place largely through “people showing up,” she said.
In Charlottesville, that meant showing up to disrupt, with signs and 

shouts, white supremacists and neo-Nazis meeting at outdoor tables at 
Charlottesville restaurants; showing up at city council meetings first to 
push for the statues’ removal and then to try to get the council to deny 
Unite the Right a permit; showing up on Aug. 12 ready to be arrested, to 
be injured, possibly to be killed.

In Charlottesville and Albemarle County, at the time of the Civil War, 
a simple majority (52 percent) of the population was enslaved — yet 
today there are two large monuments to Southern generals and one 
small plaque on the sidewalk to mark the site of a slave auction.

“We are standing with the 52 percent,” Schmidt says. “We want their 
narrative to be raised up and celebrated, not those of their enslavers.

“You can’t give an inch, you have to keep showing up and showing 
up. ‘Ignore them and they’ll go away’ does not work. ‘Stop fanning the 
flames’ [is useless advice].”

She repeated several times her message of “Accomplices, not allies.”
Being an ally, you can “pat yourself on the back” for being supportive 

while not actually doing a lot, she says. But an accomplice is “a co-
conspirator, someone with skin in the game, willing to take a risk.”

Being an accomplice also implies you are taking your orders from 
someone else, which is imperative, Schmidt says.

“White people, you are joining in a struggle that people of color have 
been carrying on for centuries,” she says. “You have to give up the need 
to be in control” and take cues and directions from people of color.

“Resist white supremacy. Inconvenience yourself. Stop being polite. 
Get comfortable with making racists uncomfortable.”

After the events of last August, when the narrative they intended 
to communicate was disrupted, the alt-right and white supremacist 
movements trying to “Unite the Right” in Charlottesville have largely 
imploded, Schmidt says.

“Do what you can to throw a monkey wrench in this thing called 
white supremacy. White supremacy only functions with collusion. It 
doesn’t take that many people to stop cooperating or colluding for it to 
fall.”

MELANIE ZUERCHER

To watch Schmidt’s convo presentation, go to the Bethel 
College YouTube channel.
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Malinda Elizabeth Berry began each of her two presenta-
tions at Bethel on violence and nonviolence by invoking 
and acknowledging the first people.

Berry, a professor of theology and ethics at Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Indiana, was on campus Feb. 25-26 to give this 
year’s Staley Lectures.

She named around a dozen American Indian groups — such as the 
Apache, Kiowa, Kansa, Sac and Fox, Kickapoo and Pottawatomie — who 
“tended the land and walked in balance on the prairies” long before the 
first European settlers set foot there.

Among her reasons for this particular naming was that the story of 
American Indians is an example of “slow violence,” a term coined and 
developed by environmental activist Rob Nixon.

“Most of what we’re used to seeing [in this culture] is ‘fast’ violence — 
it’s dramatic, it seems to come out of nowhere, it’s the stuff of blockbuster 
movies.

“Slow violence is neither spectacular nor instantaneous but incremen-
tal, with calamitous repercussions that are postponed for years, decades, 
centuries.”

Berry’s lectures looked at both violence and nonviolence in terms of 
“slow” and “fast.”

“As human beings, we are oriented toward violence,” she said. “[But] 
as Christians, our deepest longing is aligning ourselves with God’s 
kingdom.

“As a Christian who aligns with Anabaptism, I’m committed to reading 
the Christian gospel as a message of shalom and an invitation to renounce 
violence. For me, renouncing violence is not pacifism. Instead, it’s ‘a way of 
life we live by because of the sheer morality of its claims,’” the latter words 

borrowed from Martin Luther King Jr.
Berry’s examples of “fast nonviolence” included “instant responses,” 

such as writing to lawmakers, signing petitions, responding to e-mail calls 
to action and taking part in protests.

“Medium nonviolence” is “everyday living — the choices we make 
about how we walk around in the world” (e.g., reducing your carbon 
footprint by riding a bike or avoiding plastic where possible).

Berry’s main strategy for “slow nonviolence” comes from Nonviolent 
Communication’s calling circles, which bring participants together around 
an issue or situation to listen, reflect and connect — to “slow down and 
pay attention.”

“The challenge of this kind of nonviolent practice,” she said, “is it takes 
too much time … especially when there are so many immediate issues 
calling for our attention.

“The assumption is we need to act [nonviolently] at the same pace as 
fast violence. Rob Nixon’s gift was to show that violence is not always fast.

PACE OF WORLD’S VIOLENCE 
CALLS FOR A DIFFERENT SPEED OF 
RESPONSE, SPEAKER SAYS

Malinda Berry speaks in convocation Feb. 26.
VADA SNIDER
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Martin and Carol Ward

Kenneth and Breanna Ward

Lavern and Judy Warkentin

Byron and Marjorie Warta

Darrell Warta

Joyce Watts

Jerry and Cathy Weaver

Ken and Jill Weaver

Curtis and Shelly Weaverdyck

Jean and James Weber

Sarah Weber

Allen and Pamela++ Wedel

Dwight and Dixie Wedel

Geneva Wedel

Janine Wedel

Kenneth and Dardanella 
Wedel

Kermit and Kathleen 
Wedel

Kip and Anna Wedel

Lillian Wedel

Mark and Carolyn Wedel

Michael and Nancy Wedel

Rick and Susan Wedel

Robert and Rozanna Wedel

Kay and Mark Weidner

Laura Weir

Patricia Welch

Bonnie Welty

Wendy’s of McPherson

Western District Conference

Western District Women in 
Mission

Western Plains District of the 
Church of the Breth

Anna and James White

Patricia and Gregory White

Kentucky White and Robin 
Macy

Richard and Patricia White

Susan and Jim Wickiser

Clark and Anna Wiebe

Deborah Wiebe and Stephen 
Wooding

Kenneth Wiebe

Leonard and Joan Wiebe

Orletta Heide Wiebe

Paul and Eleanor Wiebe

Raymond Wiebe

Arthur Wiens

Barbara Wiens

Darrell Wiens and Arleen 
Cook

Doris and Donald Wiens

ElRoy and Loretta Wiens

Emerson and LaWanda Wiens

Karen Wiens and Lynn Roth

Martin Wiens

Mary Wiens and Stephen 
Malone

Robert and Dorothy Wiens

Stanley and Becky Wiens

Twila and Edwin Wiens 

Wendell Wiens

Reginal and Yevone Williams

Dana and Calvin Williamson

David and Kristi Wilson

Wimer Family Charitable 
Foundation

Pete and Connie Winans

Curtis and Melissa Winter

Grant and Amy Winter

Paul and Peggy Winter

Robert and Anita Wise

Marilyn Wolgemuth

Naomi Wollmann

Charles and Sandy Woodin

David and Anna Woodruff

Max Woodruff

Bruce and Janice Woods

Maurine Woods

Laurel and Ben      
Woodward-Breckbill

Wray Roofing Inc.

Kathryn and Kevin Wray

Anne Wright

Joan Wulf

Betty and James Wyckoff

Darlene and Ted Wynn
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Ann and Robert Yeoman

Allen and Jolene Yoder

Darvin and Martha Yoder

David Yoder

Edwin and Clara Yoder

Ezra and Faye Yoder

Hazel Yoder

Jene and Jerry Yoder

Marcus and Vonna Yoder

Russell and Elza Yost

Carol Young

Elizabeth and Mike Yunghans

Karen Zehr

Marvin and Jeannie Zehr

Orlyn and Janis Zehr

Robert and Cynthia Zehr

William and Edith Estate

Randall and Janette Zercher

Danny and Carol Zerger

David and Crystal Zerger

Eldon D Zerger++

Fred Zerger and Rosaura 
Cepeda

Gregory and Jackie Zerger

John and Sandra Zerger

Jonathan Zerger and 
Heather Esau Zerger

Joseph and Beverly Zerger

Kirsten Zerger and Sanford 
Nathan

Richard and Donna Zerger

Theodore and Vera Zerger

Tillie Zerger

Bruce and Becky Zerr

Karen and Leon Zeug

Dorothy Zimmerman

Roger Zimmerman

Donald and Natalie Zook

Melanie Zuercher

William and Joyce Zuercher

“I can say ‘I don’t do conflict,’ but I’m still going to find myself in con-
flict — or ‘I don’t do war,’ but somebody is doing war,” she continued. 
“The question is, how am I going to respond?

“Not with violence, but [trying] to use strategies and tactics that might 
bring me and my opponent to the same side. I don’t try to have power 
over them, I try to come into an equal power relationship with them, so 
we both find ourselves on the side of God’s justice.”

When a questioner wondered about “the collateral damage from 
fast violence while the circle is doing its slow work,” Berry responded by 
recalling a question that Christian Peacemaker Teams consistently asks: 
“What would it look like to put as much time, effort, energy and money 
into seeking justice and peace as we do preparing for war?”

“As long as those two are so disproportionate, we will believe in the 
myth of ‘redemptive’ violence,” she said.

“Maybe we have to concede it will always be that way because the 
world is fallen. If so, we need to have different conversations about what 
it means to be a peacemaker.”

For Berry, that means circles and storytelling.
“What if love wins? We have a share in God’s intention. But it’s a 

mystery. We don’t get to understand everything all the time.
“That’s why I want to see more intergenerational circles — [a chance 

to hear] the stories of faith and resistance. It could save our [peace] tradi-
tion. It could save our denomination.”

MELANIE ZUERCHER

The latest volume in Bethel’s Wedel Series, published 
this spring, is Going Global with God as Mennonites 
in the 21st Century by Walter Sawatsky, based on his 
Menno Simons Lectures, the 62nd annual, delivered at 
Bethel in October 2014.

The book includes an introduction by Sawatsky and a sermon, titled 
“The Nevertheless of Love,” which he preached at Bethel College 
Mennonite Church Oct. 26, 2014, just before beginning the four-lecture 
series.

The four chapters that parallel the lectures are “The Pluralities of 
History: Why Russian Mennonites as Paradigm,” “Reconciling Free 
Churches to Two Millennia of Global Christianity,” “After 500 Years: 
Pressing Issues from the Mirror on Globalization of Mennonite Witness” 
and “Integrating Worship, Ethics, Nonviolence and Public Theology for 
the 21st Century.”

Sawatsky, a native of Manitoba, took an assignment in 1973 with 
Mennonite Central Committee as a research scholar at the newly formed 
Center for the Study of Religion and Communism in London, the begin-
ning of a 37-year-long association with MCC. He lived in Germany from 
1977-85, and later worked in MCC program administration and as a 
“church ambassador” between European and North American Men-
nonites, based in Canada and the United States.

Sawatsky began teaching church 
history and mission at Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, 
Indiana, in 1985, retiring in 2012. 
During that time, he was also editor 
of the quarterly journal Religion 
in Eastern Europe, as well as 
the AMBS journal Mission Focus: 
Annual Review, with contributions 
by missiologists from five continents. 
He coordinated the 33-volume Rus-
sian Bible Commentary translation 
project (1978-93) and was a member 
of the Global Mennonite History 
Project Organizing Committee (1997-2011) and convener of the confer-
ence “Mirror on the Globalization of Mennonite Witness” at AMBS in 
November 2011.

Going Global with God as Mennonites for the 21st Century 
is available for sale in the MLA (call 316-284-5360 for hours) or on 
Amazon.com.

The MLA initiated the Wedel Historical Series as part of Bethel 
College’s centennial celebration in 1987. Cornelius H. Wedel, the first 
president of Bethel College from the beginning of classes in 1893 until 
his death in 1910, was an early scholar of Mennonite studies.

NEW BOOK BASED ON LECTURES ON 
MENNONITES’ GLOBAL WITNESS

COURTESY PHOTO
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Although the formal cooperation agreement was 
signed this past January in Chiapas, Mexico, a second 
ceremony on the Bethel campus April 23 allowed more 
people from UNICACH to get acquainted with Bethel.

 “Signing this memo of understanding pledges our time and energy 
to working with you to enrich the lives of our students,” said Bethel 
President Jon Gering ’94 at the ceremony, “bringing together different 
cultures and a [shared] priority to establish international relationships.”

 UNICACH Rector (president) Rodolfo Calvo Fonseca echoed Gering 
when he noted that among the seven principals in UNICACH’s current 
plan of development are “the importance of internationalizing the uni-
versity; breaking barriers [between people]; increasing knowledge; and 
improving the quality of education.”

 Sergio Lopez, UNICACH professor of evolutionary ecology, added 
that the different ecosystems between Chiapas and the Great Plains of 
Kansas are sure to enrich student learning.

 “We share the same mission,” he said, “to form students in a similar 
way. [We both have] strong cultural traditions and seek to create better 
citizens. Academically, we have some of the same priorities — in ecol-
ogy, music and psychology.”

 “International relationships take shared commitment and faculty 
willingness to maintain them, to invest the time and energy,” Gering 
said. “Bethel and UNICACH are well aligned with academic programs 
and faculty interests. We look forward to helping make [this exchange] 
happen.” 

“Together, Bethel College and UNICACH … have a long and fruitful 
way to go,” said Fonseca. “The fraternity that is born of academic rela-
tions transcends the limits of politics and official relations between our 
countries. For our institutions, the education of youth and knowledge as 
a universal language are above the commercial and migratory disagree-
ments between our countries.”

UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS VISIT 
BETHEL, SIGN EXCHANGE MEMO OF 
UNDERSTANDING

UNICACH

Authorization of an $11.8 million capital campaign high-
lighted the annual spring meeting of the Bethel Board 
of Directors, held on campus April 5-7. 

Approval of the three-year effort to fund a new activity and wellness 
center, information technology upgrades, academic program initiatives 
and annual giving was based on an exhaustive feasibility study by long-
time Bethel fundraising consultant James Dodson. 

Dodson was originally asked to assess a $10 million campaign, but 
came back with the $11.8 million recommendation based on “the high 
level of gift indications; the excitement and enthusiasm for the new 
president; [and] the success of previous campaigns.” Solicitation of major 
gifts will be the first step, to be followed by the development of a more 
public phase of giving.

In general sessions April 6-7, President Jon Gering ’94 outlined his 
plans for a strategic consideration of the college’s future.  Using an 
illustration from Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass, Gering 
noted that the college can no longer afford to keep doing “the Red 
Queen’s race” — that is, running ever faster, like the character in the 
story, just to stay in the same place. “We have to change the race,” Ger-
ing said, “and there is urgency about that.”

Additionally, the board voted to continue working with Mennonite 
Church USA and the Mennonite Education Agency to develop a mutually 
acceptable “Statement of Arrangement” between the church and the 
college. 

Acknowledging the efforts already made by the joint Higher Education 
Future Church/School Relations Committee, and the board’s own Higher 
Education-Church Committee, chair Brett Birky ’87 affirmed the board’s 
ongoing commitment to the process. “Bethel’s relationship to the Men-
nonite church was foundational 130 years ago, and remains so today,” 
he said.  “We want to be sure we take the time to get it right.”

BOARD AUTHORIZES MULTI-MILLION-
DOLLAR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AT 
SPRING MEETINGS

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

ACCREDITATION ADVERTISEMENT

Bethel College is seeking comments from the public about the college in 
preparation for its periodic evaluation by its regional accrediting agency. 
The college will host a visit May 6-7, 2019, with a team representing the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association. Bethel 
College has been accredited by the Commission since 1938. The team 
will review the institution’s ongoing ability to meet the commission’s 
“Criteria for Accreditation.” 

The public is invited to submit comments regarding the college: 

 Third Party Comment on Bethel College

 The Higher Learning Commission

 230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500

 Chicago, IL 60604-1411

The public may also submit comments on the commission’s website at 
www.ncahlc.org. 

Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of 
the institution or its academic programs. Comments must be in writing. 

All comments must be received by April 6, 2019.



Agenda:
• Welcome and invocation
• Call to order and chair’s remarks
• State of the College report
• Corporation business
• Closing remarks

Bethel College Corporation Meeting
Friday, Sept. 28, 2018, 7:30 p.m.

Luyken Fine Arts Center 
& Krehbiel Auditorium

}
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Stephanie McGhee, right, a 2018 graduate from McPherson, talks about her research poster with another conference-goer at the National Conference on Undergradu-
ate Research (NCUR), held this year in Edmond, Oklahoma. McGhee was one of 16 Bethel students who presented at NCUR. Her research topic was “Relationships of 
Adverse Childhood Experience Scores and Coping Strategies of College Students Using Experience Sampling Method.”

JULIAN LIBY



Senior Becca Schrag, second from right, talks about her artwork at the annual Student Art Exhibit to several of her relatives, from left, her aunt Denise Nickel 
’72, grandmother Alice Funk, aunt Barb Banman ’72 and grandmother Frances Schrag ’58.

Keep up with all the latest happenings at bethelks.edu/news-events

VADA SNIDER

 ADMISSIONS
Visit Days for prospective students and par-
ents — Explore Bethel, Fri., Oct. 5; Fri., Nov. 9; 
Mon., Jan. 21. Call 316-284-5250 or 800-522-
1887, ext. 230, or e-mail campusvisit@bethelks.
edu; see www.bethelks.edu/visit.

Scholarship Day, Sat., March 2

Early Enrollment Days 2019, Sat., April 13; 
Tues.-Wed., May 21-22; Mon., June 10; Mon., 
June 24. Call 316-284-5250 or 800-522-1887, 
ext. 230, or e-mail admissions@bethelks.edu

 ALUMNI
Thresher Golf Classic, Sat., Sept. 15, 7 a.m., 
Sand Creek Station, Newton

Fall Festival, Thurs.-Sun., Oct. 4-7

For more information about alumni events, call 
316-284-5251 or 800-522-1887, ext. 251, or e-
mail alumni@bethelks.edu; see www.bethelks.
edu/alumni.

 ATHLETICS
See www.bethelthreshers.com for current 
schedules.

 CONFERENCES
STEM Symposium, Fri., Oct. 5, 1-4:30 p.m., 
Krehbiel Auditorium, Sat., Oct. 6, 9-11 a.m., Ad 
Building chapel

 EVENTS
KIPCOR Film Series, Sun., Sept. 9, 3 p.m., 
Krehbiel Auditorium

Inauguration of Bethel’s 15th president, 
Jon C. Gering ’94, Sun., Oct. 7, 10 a.m., 
Memorial Hall

KIPCOR Film Series, Sun., Nov. 4, 2 p.m., 
Krehbiel Auditorium

Five Places of Christmas, Sat., Dec. 1, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., Kauffman Museum

Annual Messiah sing, Weds., Dec. 5, 11 a.m., 
Bethel College Mennonite Church

Lighting of the Green, Sun., Dec. 9, 8 p.m., 
the Green

Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration, Mon., 
Jan. 21, 2019, 7 p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium

Celebrate Kansas Day!, Sat., Jan. 26, 2019, 
Kauffman Museum

 EXHIBITS
Kauffman Museum

“Better Choose Me: Collecting and Creating 
with Tobacco Fabric Novelties, 1880-1920,” 
featuring the Ethel Ewert Abrahams ’68 collec-
tion, Aug. 22, 2018-Jan. 20, 2019

Regier Gallery, Luyken Fine Arts Center:

Hanna Eastin: “enduring witness: stories 
and dreamscapes,” Aug. 31-Sept. 27 ; exhibit 
reception, Thurs., Sept. 27, 6-8 p.m.

Rachel Epp Buller ’96: “Listening Across 
Time,” Oct. 4-Nov. 2; exhibit reception, Fri., Oct. 
5, 6-8 p.m.

Stephanie Lanter: “Terms,” Nov. 9-Dec. 7; 
exhibit reception, Thurs., Dec. 6, 6-8 p.m.

 HESSTON–BETHEL PERFORMING ARTS 
SERIES 2018-19
Cashore Marionettes, Tues., Oct. 23, 7:30 
p.m., Hesston Mennonite Church

Sons of Serendip Holiday Concert, Tues. Dec. 
4, 7:30 p.m., Hesston Mennonite Church

The King’s Singers, Tues., Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., 
Memorial Hall

Armida Quartet, Tues., March 5, 7:30 p.m., 
Hesston Mennonite Church

Ruth Moody Band, Tues., April 9, 7:30 p.m., 
Memorial Hall

 LECTURES
Menno Simons Lectures with Rachel 
Waltner Goossen ’82, Sun., Oct. 21, and Mon., 
Oct. 22, 7 p.m., Mon., Oct. 22, 11 a.m., Krehbiel 
Auditorium

Bible Lectures with Safwat Marzouk, Sun., 
Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Mon., Nov. 5, 11 a.m., Krehbiel 
Auditorium

 MEETINGS
Bethel College Corporation meeting, Fri., 
Sept. 28, 7:30 p.m., Luyken Fine Arts Center 
and Krehbiel Auditorium 

Bethel College Board meetings, Thurs.-Fri., 
Oct. 4-5, Ad Building chapel

 PERFORMANCES
Bethel College Wind Ensemble, Fri., Sept. 28, 
7:30 p.m., Memorial Hall

Bethel Jazz@Taste of Newton, Thurs., Oct. 4, 
6 p.m., downtown Newton

Fall Festival musical: Little Women, Fri., 
Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m., Sat., Oct. 6, 3:30 p.m., Sun., 
Oct. 7, 3 p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium

Bethel Jazz, Sat., Oct. 6, 1 p.m., Prairie Sky 
Stage

Bethel College Philharmonia, Sun., Oct. 21, 
3 p.m., Memorial Hall

Bethel Sings, Sun., Nov. 4, 4 p.m., Bethel Col-
lege Mennonite Church

Organ Recital Series: Hentus van Rooyen, 
Sun., Nov. 11, 4 p.m., Ad Building chapel

Wind Ensemble, Fri., Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m., 
Memorial Hall

Bethel College Steel Drum Band, Thurs., Dec. 
6, 7 p.m., Memorial Hall

Christmas Gala Jazz, Fri., Dec. 7, 8 p.m., Kreh-
biel Auditorium

Honor Band & Orchestra Festival concert 
with Wind Ensemble and Philharmonia, Sat., 
Feb. 2, 2019, 7 p.m., Memorial Hall

Prison Theater Project: Inside Story, Sun., 
Feb. 3, 2019, 2 p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium
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Sunday, May 20, 2018, 5:15 p.m., Thresher Stadium Thresher procession: From left, Kate Jolliff, Newton, Logan Hughes, Tucson, Ariz., Terrence Jones, 
Little Rock, Ark., and Bethel’s 79 other newest graduates march through a corridor of applauding faculty after commencement.
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