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Bethel College’s Invitation to You

We invite you to live and study with us at Bethel College. Here you will find a community that
supports your pursuit of knowledge, a fulfilling vocation, and a meaningtul direction for your
life. Here you will join classmates and professors who make service to one another and to the
world an integral part of learning. As you nurture your faith, enhance your intellect and hone
your skills at Bethel, you will develop to become a caring member and faithful leader of the
world community. We invite you to:

Seek

T  You'll find that your professors and classmates will engage, challenge and inspire you as
they join you in an exhilarating pursuit of knowledge and personal fulfillment. A wide
range of academic programs and study abroad options means you are sure to find the
right program to prepare you for your future. Outside the classroom, you can connect
with the campus community through athletic events, all-school service days, lectures,
dances, plays and musical productions. Check out the many opportunities for
participation you will have at Bethel.

Serve

1 Whether through living and studying together or participating in activities together,
students come to know and care for each other. At Bethel, you will be encouraged to
integrate faith and learning, empowering you to view questions and dilemmas from
multiple perspectives. You also will have regular opportunities to give of yourself to
serve others — on campus, in the community and around the globe — in order to stretch
and strengthen your spiritual life.

Grow

1 Bethel provides you the space and support you need to grow as a person, build your
faith and have some fun. Intellectual and spiritual growth converge to start you on your
chosen path — toward a career, possibly grad school, certainly a fulfilling lite. Our caring
community will challenge you to excel academically, to think creatively and carefully
and to live with integrity. Read what alumni say about their Bethel experience.

Excellent academic and student life programs foster a wonderful Christian intellectual
community at Bethel College. You are welcome here.

Dr. Perry D. White, President


http://www.bethelks.edu/academics/index.php
http://www.bethelks.edu/currentstudents/participation/index.php
http://www.bethelks.edu/currentstudents/participation/index.php
http://www.bethelks.edu/currentstudents/studentlife/spirituallife/service.php?urlid=304
http://www.bethelks.edu/future_students/what_alumni_say.php
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About the College

Bethel College at a Glance

71 Bethel College is affiliated with Mennonite Church USA.
71 Bethel’s mission is built on four central values: discipleship, scholarship, service and integrity.
1  Distinctive elements of a Bethel education include requirements in cross-cultural learning, peace, justice and
conflict studies, and religion.
71 Bethel offers students academic excellence, opportunities for participation, an intentional caring community,
and faith-based values.
Bethel is a Templeton Character Building College.
The only Kansas private college to be ranked in Forbes.com’s listing of “America’s Best Colleges” for 2010,
one of only two Kansas colleges listed in Colleges of Distinction 2010-11, and one of only two Kansas private
colleges ranked in the top tier of U.S. News & World Report’s Best National Liberal Arts Colleges category
1  Student-faculty ratio at Bethel College is 11:1. Average class size: 20.
T  The most common reasons given over the past five years by a first-year student for choosing Bethel College
are “academic reputation” and “opportunities for participation”.
74% of Bethel graduates complete their degrees in four years.
75% of Bethel’s traditional age students live on campus.
—  Freshman Class 2010-11:
— Average ACT score is 234.
—  21% were in the top 10% of their class.
- 48% were in the top 25% of their class.
1 Opportunities for undergraduate research and internships available in every major.
71  Bethel students often participate in affiliated study abroad programs, which are available at 19 colleges and
universities in 15 countries. Interterm study and travel courses are offered every year.
1  Percentage of teacher education program completers who sought and found jobs the first year after
graduation: 100%
1 Teacher education program completers who passed the Principles of Learning and Teaching Test (PLT)
required for licensure in Kansas: 100%.
1 One of seven colleges or universities that have sent students to the American Forensics Association’s
National Individual Events Tournament every year since its beginning in 1978
More than 80 students participated in the Ministry Inquiry Program during the last 23 years.
More than 250 students, faculty and staff volunteered at local agencies during last year’s service day.
2010-11 Athletic Honors:
—  Participate in Champions of Character program.
— 1 track & field athlete qualified for the NAIA national meet.
- Women’s tennis won the KCAC regular season title for the 2™ year in a row.
—  Women’s tennis won the KCAC post season tournament to qualify for the NAIA National
Tournament for the 3™ year in a row.
- Volleyball team recorded its 500" conference victory.
— 31 athletes earned All-KCAC honors.
— 12 times players earned player of the week honors.
— 47 athletes earned Academic All-KCAC honors.
— 2 players were voted player of the year.
— 42 players earned KCAC Academic All-Conference.
— 32 players earned NAIA Scholar All-American.
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Location

The 90-acre Bethel College campus is in North Newton, which is adjacent to the city of Newton (population
20,000). Located in the rich agricultural and industrial region of south central Kansas, Bethel borders Interstate 135
and Kansas Highway 15. Newton is served by the Chicago-Los Angeles Amtrak line. Wichita, the largest city in
Kansas, lies 25 minutes to the south. Wichita has an excellent symphony orchestra, several art museums, professional
baseball, hockey, soccer and football teams, theaters and shopping malls and is served by ten airlines.


http://www.bethelks.edu/bc/news_publications/news/bc/index.php/2010/08/17/bethel-remains-only-kansas-liberal-arts-college-to-make-forbes-com-listing
http://www.collegesofdistinction.com/college-profiles/KS-kansas/62-bethel-college
http://www.bethelks.edu/bc/news_publications/news/bc/index.php/2010/08/17/bethel-in-first-tier-of-u-s-news-listing-for-liberal-arts-colleges

Academic Year Calendar (2011-12)

FALL SEMESTER
Orientation and Business
Office Registration

Classes Begin

August 15-21

August 22

Fall Break October 17-18
Thanksgiving Break November 23-27
Semester Ends December 9
INTERTERM

Registration January 3
Classes Begin January 3
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day January 16
Interterm Ends January 26
SPRING SEMESTER

Registration January 30
Classes Begin January 31
Spring Break March 17-25
Good Friday April 6
Semester Ends May 18
Commencement May 20
Admissions

Bethel recognizes the value of a strong liberal arts education. Therefore, the College seeks to admit students who
appreciate a broad-based education and demonstrate a desire to learn. Consideration is given to many different
expressions of a student’s ability, including intellectual capacity, the potential to complete College work, maturity,
motivation, talent in extracurricular areas, a desire to participate in campus activities, and a lifestyle that will
contribute to the life of the community. Admission is granted on the basis of a wide range of abilities, not just class
rank, test scores or grade point average.

Because diversity is essential to liberal arts learning, Bethel College does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, sex, disability, national or ethnic origin. To enhance cultural diversity, Bethel encourages application and
enrollment of minority and international students.

The College reserves the right to deny admission, continued enrollment or re-enrollment to any applicant or
student whose personal history and background indicate that his or her presence at the college would endanger the
health, safety, welfare or property of the members of the academic community or interfere with the orderly and
effective performance of the College’s functions.

STUDENT ENROLLMENT CLASSIFICATION

College students at Bethel are assigned an enrollment status as a regular student or a special student.

Regular Student

This status is assigned to all students who have been granted full admission to the College. At the discretion of
the Admissions, Scholarship and Financial Aid Committee of the College, students demonstrating academic
deficiencies may be subject to certain conditions to be stipulated at the time of admission. Conditions may include the
enrollment and successful completion of stipulated courses to correct the identified deficiencies. Application for
regular student admission is made through the Office of Admissions.

Special Student

This status is assigned to all persons who wish to take courses during a semester, but who are not working
toward a degree, a certificate or teacher licensure. These students may enroll for College credit without making
regular application for admission, but may not pursue a degree, a certificate or teacher licensure until they have
made regular application for admission and are admitted as a regular student. Special students may take up to 10
hours per semester. Application for special student admission is made through the registrar’s office.



Precollege student is another classification under the category of special student. Precollege students are
students currently enrolled in high school. Precollege students may enroll for credit for up to two courses per
semester for an unlimited number of semesters. A letter of support from the student’s high school guidance
counselor is required. Application for precollege student admission is made through the registrar’s office.

ENTRANCE TESTS

Scores from the American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the College
Entrance Examination Board are required of most applicants. The ACT and SAT examinations are offered regularly.
For specific testing dates, contact your high school guidance counselor, the Bethel College Office of Admissions or
ACT or SAT. It is recommended that all applicants take one of these tests no later than January of their senior year.
(The ACT code number for Bethel College is 1390. The SAT code number for Bethel College is 6037.)

FIRST-TIME STUDENTS

First-time students are recognized as those students who have not attended college after graduation from high
school. If you took classes from a college while in high school, you are still considered a first-time student.

Application Process for Regular Admission: First-Time Students

Students who wish to attend Bethel must apply for admission and submit evidence of academic ability. Students
may apply for entry into fall, interterm (January), or spring.

1. A completed application with the $20 application fee

2. An official high school transcript (through grade 11) or General Educational Development (GED)

3. American College Test (ACT) or Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores (waived for students over age 25)

Automatic admission is generally given to students with a GPA of 2.5 and an ACT of 19 or SAT of 890. A GED
score of 50 with an ACT of 19 or SAT of 890 will usually mean automatic admission.

Application deadlines

Bethel College operates on a “rolling admission” system. Applications are accepted at any time prior to the term
of entry. It is strongly advised, however, that applications be completed no later than one month prior to the term of
entry (i.e., August 1 for fall term, December 1 for interterm and January 1 for spring term).

HOME SCHOOLED
Home-schooled students are required to have an evaluative transcript or a GED score. An ACT or SAT score is
also required.

TRANSFER STUDENTS

Transfer students are defined by Bethel as those students who have graduated from high school (or who have a
GED) and have 24 hours or more of college credit. Students with less than 24 hours of transferable credit will be
admitted under first-time student guidelines.

Application Process for Regular Admission: Transfer Students
Students who wish to attend Bethel College must apply for admission and submit evidence of academic ability.
Students may apply for entry into fall, interterm (January), or spring.
1. A completed application with the $20 application fee
2. Official high school transcript or GED
3. Official college or university transcript(s) (transcripts issued to student are not considered official)
4.  ACT or SAT scores (waived if student has more than 24 hours of college credits accepted in transfer to
Bethel College)
5. Transfer recommendation (for recent or current students) or two positive character references (for students
not recently in school)
6. Transfer students for whom English is a second language (including hearing impaired students) must take
the TOEFL examination
Automatic admission is given to students with a college cumulative GPA of 2.0.
In some cases, a personal interview, essay or additional references may be required. Some programs or departments
of study may have additional application or admission requirements. Students are advised to review requirements
for specific programs as presented elsewhere in this catalog.



FORMER BETHEL STUDENTS

Former Bethel College students are required to have a positive reference from the Bethel College Student Life
office and a minimum GPA of 2.0.

Transcripts are required for any subsequent college work. Former students must submit a completed
application.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS*

Bethel College values the diversity, perspective, gifts and talents that international students bring to campus. A
number of programs exist to help international students succeed at Bethel. The international student advisor assists
students with the transition to Bethel, in meeting new friends and in arranging for a local host family to provide
support and encouragement.

International students may enter Bethel College either in the fall or spring term. Entering in the fall term gives
students a chance to participate in a higher level of orientation activities that will ease the transition to life at Bethel.
A fall entry also gives international students a better chance for available financial aid. The preferred application
deadline is March 1.

Bethel College requires either the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the SAT1. Students
submitting the TOEFL must provide an official score report with a minimum score of 207 computer, 540 paper, or 76
internet. Bethel’s code number is 6037. Bethel does not offer English as a Second Language (ESL) courses. Students
submitting the SAT1 must provide an official score report with a minimum combined math and verbal score of 890.

*Canadian students should follow the same process as U.S. students.

Application Process for Regular Admission: International Students

1. Completed application with application fee of $20 in U.S. currency
Official high school records
Official college records
Official TOEFL or SAT1 score report
A letter of motivation (limit one page)

. Two references (teacher or school counselor, not family members)

All information must be in English.

Upon admittance to Bethel College, international students will be asked to provide evidence of financial support
while students. This evidence may include, but is not limited to, proof of income, income tax returns or bank
statements. The United States government requires we have proof of your ability to pay before we can issue you an I-
20 form. Upon receipt of your [-20 you can apply for an F-1 visa from immigration officials at the American Embassy
in your country.

O G W

2011-12 CosTs (U.S. FUNDS)

Base Costs
Tuition $21,700
Room & board* $7,400
Personal expenses $1,000
Summer living expenses®™ $3,000
Travel escrow*** $1,000
Liability deposit $100
Total $34,200
*Room and board options
Haury Hall $6,950
Warkentin Court $7,400
Voth Hall $7,630

**The summer living expense can be met after the first year in part with a campus job during the summer, which
will provide about $2,000 U.S. income.

***The travel escrow is a one-time expense and is held in your account in the event you need to return home in
an emergency. If unused, the travel escrow will be returned to you when you leave Bethel.

Variable costs (estimated)

Books $800

Health Insurance**** $750

****All students are required to have health insurance coverage. If the student is covered under a family plan,
additional health insurance is not required. The full health insurance premium is due in the fall at the start of school.



INTERVIEWS AND CAMPUS VISITS

While an interview is not required for admission to Bethel, it is strongly encouraged, as is a visit to the campus.
A campus visit will provide the student with an opportunity to visit with students, faculty, coaching staff and/or
admissions and financial aid staff to learn more about the College and communicate his or her goals and aspirations.
Calling a week in advance for a campus visit appointment is advised. The Office of Admissions is open weekdays 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Evening and weekend interviews and campus visits may also be arranged by contacting the Office of
Admissions.

NOTIFICATION AND REPLY
Applicants whose files are complete will be considered for admission, and will be notified of the admission
decision in a timely manner.

DEPOSIT

Students who have been admitted for full-time study will be asked to provide confirmation of their intent to
attend by submitting a $100 advance tuition deposit. The deposit ensures that there will be a place for the student in
the academic program, acts to reserve a space in a residence hall (if the student is living on campus), ensures the
naming of an academic advisor, and guarantees receipt of scholarships and financial aid offered on the financial aid
notice. The deposit is credited to the student’s account at Bethel.

PROVIDING REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

A student entering Bethel College after having attended any post-secondary institution for any length of time
must provide Bethel College with all official transcripts of all prior course work by the end of the first semester
attended. Failure to provide official transcripts from all institutions attended will result in a Registration Hold being
placed on the student record. The Registration Hold will not allow for registrations in future semesters until all
required transcripts are received.

Financial Aid and Expenses

FINANCING A BETHEL EDUCATION

The responsibility for financing a college education rests with the students and their families. Bethel is
committed to providing an education to academically qualified students from all financial backgrounds. To that end,
the College offers a comprehensive, personalized financial aid program. The availability of scholarships and financial
aid means the net cost of attending Bethel may be only a portion of the total cost of attending the College.

Students qualify for financial aid for two basic reasons: (1) they have merit/ability in academic and/or
performance areas, or (2) they have financial aid eligibility. A financial aid brochure is available, which describes
application pro-cedures and deadlines. Financial aid eligibility is determined by filling out the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form. Eligibility for federal and Kansas grants is based on financial aid eligibility.
Financial aid awards may include funds from one or more scholarship, grant, loan, and/or campus employment
sources.

RETENTION OF FINANCIAL AID

Bethel College students must maintain certain academic standards to remain eligible for financial aid. That
standard is defined as Satisfactory Academic Progress for Financial Aid and may be found in the “Academic
Policies” section of this catalog.

MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS
Academic Scholarships

To be considered for academic scholarships, students must complete the admissions process and be accepted for
admission. Scholarship amounts currently range from $3,500-$9,500, and are awarded automatically to full-time
students based on the high school academic record and ACT/SAT scores (college academic record if more than 24
hours).

Performance Scholarships

Performance Awards are offered to full-time students each year who have exceptional ability in athletics or fine
arts performance areas. The award amounts vary. Recipients are selected by the coaches or faculty members in the
performance area.



In order to apply for a performance award, students should indicate their interests to the appropriate faculty
member or coach, or an admissions counselor.

AID BASED ON FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY

To apply for aid based on financial aid eligibility, students must complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA).

The forms should be completed online at www.fafsa.gov by April 1 to be considered for Kansas aid and as soon
as possible for federal aid.

Federal Aid

To apply for federal aid, complete the need analysis form listed above (FAFSA), and have your results sent to the
Colleges you are considering. You may be eligible for the types of federal aid listed below. (The federal aid code for
Bethel is 001905.)

Federal Pell Grant
This grant is available to students who have high financial aid eligibility. Currently these grants range from $555
to $5,550.

Federal SEOG Grant
Bethel College receives a specific amount of Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant funding each
year to distribute to students who have financial aid eligibility. These grants range from $200 to $1,500.

Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) Grant Program

This federal program provides up to $4000 a year for students going into the education field in hard to fill areas.
Students must teach 4 out of 8 years in a high-need school. If the conditions are not met the grant reverts back to a
loan with interest accruing from when the money was disbursed.

Federal Perkins Loan

The Perkins Loan is a 5% loan that is offered to students with financial aid eligibility. This loan is awarded by the
College using funds that are being repaid by former Bethel Perkins Loan borrowers. Interest is deferred and
repayments do not begin until nine months after graduation. There are some cancellation provisions available for
teachers, nurses and social workers. Additional information is available upon request.

Federal Stafford Loan

Aid eligibility is required for the interest subsidized loan. A separate loan application must be completed by the
student and the College he or she plans to attend. Processing takes four to six weeks. Interest and repayment are
deferred until six months after graduation. Current interest is 6.8%.

Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan

An Unsubsidized Stafford Loan is available to students who do not have aid eligibility. Interest on the
Unsubsidized Stafford Loan is charged to the student from the date the loan is disbursed. Interest can be paid
monthly, quarterly, annually or capitalized on the note. Interest on the Unsubsidized Stafford is a fixed 6.8%.

Federal PLUS Loan

The Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students is made to the student’s parents, with interest and principal
repayment expected to begin when the funds are received. Like the Stafford loan, the PLUS loan is made through a
private lender. Financial aid eligibility is not required to qualify for the PLUS loan. Like the Stafford loan, interest is
fixed but is currently at 9.0%.

Federal College Work Study

Each year, Bethel receives some federal funds to help pay student employees. Students with aid eligibility may
be offered work as a part of their financial aid package. Job earnings are not guaranteed. Reporting for work as soon
as you arrive on campus will improve your chances of getting the number of hours needed to meet your college work
study eligibility amount. Students are paid monthly at an hourly rate of minimum wage.

KANSAS AID
Kansas Comprehensive Grant

Kansas residents who want to attend Bethel College or another private Kansas college may be eligible to apply
for the Kansas Comprehensive Grant. This grant helps make up some of the cost difference between tuition at a state


http://www.fafsa.gov/

school and a private college. It is awarded to Kansas students who have financial aid eligibility. In the past, about 35
percent of Bethel’s Kansas students have been eligible for the Kansas Comprehensive Grant. Currently, the amount
awarded is up to $3,000.

To apply for Kansas Aid, you must fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid by April 1 and the
Kansas Student Aid Application. Bethel’s federal school code is 001905.

Kansas State Scholarship

Students are selected as State Scholars by the Kansas Board of Regents based on their ACT Test score and/or
high school grade point average. If you are designated as a State Scholar, you must also have financial aid eligibility
in order to qualify for scholarship funds. The scholarship stipend is $1,000.

Kansas Ethnic Minority Scholarship

This is a competitive scholarship chosen by the Kansas Board of Regents. It is for students who are identified as
members of any of the following ethnic/racial groups: African American, American Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian
or Pacific Islander, or Hispanic. The stipend is up to $1850.

Kansas Nursing Service Scholarship and Kansas Teacher Service Scholarship
This scholarship is for juniors and seniors who have declared nursing or teaching as a major. Recipients are
chosen by the Kansas Board of Regents and is competitive.

TUITION DISCOUNTS

Discounts of up to 40% tuition are offered to unmarried dependent children of faculty/staff at sister Mennonite
colleges and high schools, and administrative-level employees and missionaries of Mennonite Church USA and its
area conferences.

CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS AND QUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIPS

Many Bethel students come from churches who believe that the mission of providing Christian education for
their members should extend beyond their own Sunday school programs. These churches have established
scholarship programs to provide financial help to their members who want to attend Bethel. For students who
receive federal or state aid that is based on aid eligibility, the College aid office is required to monitor the total aid
sources so that no student will receive total aid funds that exceed the student’s aid eligibility.

Potential sources for other outside scholarships include parents” employers and professional organizations in the
community. We encourage you to contact your high school counselor for more information about local and high
school scholarship opportunities.

EXPENSES

Student fees for tuition, fees and residence (room and board) account for about 75% of the total income needed
to operate Bethel College each year. The remainder comes from endowment earnings; gifts from alumni, churches
and friends; and other miscellaneous sources. Bethel College expects its students to assume responsibility for
payment of their fees when due, according to the payment plan selected.

The College reserves the right to withhold grades, transcripts and other academic credentials or certifications as
well as to deny or to rescind diplomas or degrees with respect to any student who fails to meet all financial
obligations to the College. The failure of the College to enforce this provision at any one time or with respect to any
one student shall not constitute a waiver of the right of the College to enforce it any other time, at all times or with
respect to any other student.

The tuition, fees and other charges described below are good faith projections for the academic year. They are,
however, subject to change from one academic term to the next as deemed necessary by the College in order to meet
its financial commitments and to fulfill its role and mission.

2011-12 COSTS

In 2011-12 the tuition will cost $21,700 with the lowest residential fee for room and board costing $6,950.
There are special fee structures for students taking less than 12 credit hours per term, less than six credit hours per
term and pre-college students. Tuition and fees do not cover the expenses associated with certain courses. There are
other fees and charges that are attendant upon a student’s matriculation at the College. The above special fee
structures or charges may be determined by contacting the business office.

All full-time students under the age of 23 are required to live in College residence halls and participate in the
College dining hall plan. Exceptions to this policy include students living with their families, students who are
married, single parents with children at home, or students with permission from the Vice President for Student Life.



Any student not in compliance with the residential requirement and not having the approved exception is
responsible for the normal room and board fees. If an exception is granted for residential requirements or meal plan,
a campus life fee will be charged.

Interterm is considered an integral part of the academic program and is offered at no additional cost to students
who attend fall and /or spring terms full time. Students attending interterm only will be charged a per hour rate, and
residence fees on a proportionate basis if living on campus. There are no refunds to students who do not attend
interterm, and any students living on campus but not enrolled for the full interterm will be charged residence fees for
the period of time that they are not officially enrolled.

STUDENT HEALTH INSURANCE

Bethel College offers a student health insurance plan through an independent insurance agency. The cost is in
addition to regular tuition and fees. Information concerning the plan is mailed each summer.

Bethel College requires each student enrolled in nine hours or more and/or resident student to be covered by
some type of medical insurance while enrolled at Bethel. Students not covered by their parents’ plan or not carrying
their own plan should be prepared to enroll in the student health insurance plan at registration. This plan is also
available on a semester basis for students whose coverage expires during the school year.

PAYMENT OF FEES

All College charges—tuition, room, board and fees—are due at the beginning of each semester.

Fees may be paid in one of the following ways:

1. Paymentin full by semester—each semester’s charges paid in full at the beginning of each semester.

2. Two payments per semester—one-half of each semester’s charges due at the beginning of each semester, the
remaining half due eight weeks after the first day of class. A service charge of $40 per semester will be
added for the use of this plan.

3. Enrollment in our direct, monthly payment plan. A service charge of $75 will be added for the use of this
plan.

All statements of account are sent directly to the student unless the student signs a waiver instructing statements

to be sent to parents.

Interest at the rate of 1.0% per month on the unpaid balance will be added to past due accounts.

Those students who do not have their financial aid awarded at registration will be enrolled on a conditional

basis. All applications for financial aid must be completed before registration is finalized.

POLICIES RELATED TO UNPAID ACCOUNTS

1. All student accounts must be paid in full or the student must have completed satisfactory arrangements
with the Business Office before official transcripts are released.

2. Students will not be permitted to register if their accounts for the preceding academic year have not been
paid in full, except by approval of the Business Office.

3. Official transcripts or an official letter verifying completion of a degree or academic program will not be
released for any purpose.

4. Diplomas will not be issued.

5. If an account is turned in for collection, the added collection costs will be the responsibility of the debtor.

RETURN OF TITLE IV FUNDS/INSTITUTIONAL REFUND POLICY

Federal regulations require each educational institution to have a written policy for the refund and repayment of
aid received by students who withdraw from all classes during a term for which aid has been approved. These
policies are effective only if the student completely terminates enrollment (e.g., voluntarily withdraws from all
classes or is dismissed from all classes.)

Title IV funds include the Federal Pell Grant, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, TEACH
Grant, Federal Subsidized /Unsubsidized Education Loan and the Federal Plus Loan.

At Bethel College the same policy will be used for state, institutional and outside aid sources.

Tuition and room and board charges for students who withdraw or are dismissed on or after the first day of
classes during the semester will be prorated on a daily basis, including weekends, over the first 60% of the semester
(the end of the ninth week). All other fees and personal costs are not prorated and are non-refundable. No refunds
are given for tuition, room or board under any circumstances of withdrawal or dismissal after the ninth week of a
semester. Refunds are issued for partial drops only during the first 10 days of classes.

Refunds for tuition, room, and board for students who withdraw from their interterm classes will be prorated on
a daily basis including weekends over the first 60% of the interterm. There will be no refunds given under any
circumstances after 60% of the interterm has been completed.



Financial aid that is not earned (as a result of the prorated amount of time the student has been in school for the
semester) will be forfeited. If a student has not earned all of the federal aid received to date at the point of
withdrawal, funds will be repaid in the following order:

Federal Unsubsidized Stafford Loan; Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan; Federal Perkins Loan;
PLUS Loan; Federal Pell Grant; Federal SEOG Grant; State Grant and Scholarship funds;
Institutional aid; Outside Grant / Scholarships.

If there is a student account balance resulting from these adjustments, the student is responsible for payment.

Further details and examples can be obtained at Financial Aid/Student Accounts Office.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have any questions or need further information on the admissions or financial aid process, please feel free
to contact the Financial Aid Office or the Admissions Office at Bethel College, 300 East 27th Street, North Newton,
Kansas 67117, telephone 316-283-2500 or 1-800-522-1887 or admissions@bethelks.edu.
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College Community
Bethel College Mission Statement

(adopted by the Bethel College Board of Directors, March 1994)

Bethel College is a four-year liberal arts college in south central Kansas. It is the oldest Mennonite college in
North America, founded in 1887 for the advancement of postsecondary education in a Christian community. It is
affiliated with Mennonite Church USA. Bethel is a self-governing, independent legal corporation with close ties to its
constituent churches and communities.

By tradition and by choice, Bethel College continues to base its mission on its anabaptist and academic identity.
Bethel seeks to be a diverse community of learners, committed to the search for authentic faith and empirical
understanding, and to provide (1) rigorous instruction in the liberal arts and selected career and professional areas;
and (2) intellectual, cultural and spiritual leaders for the church and society. To those ends the College maintains a
residential environment designed to foster integrative learning experiences, including student organizations, campus
worship services, public lectures, symposia and cultural events.

Bethel’s programs are informed by four central values:

1  an ethic of discipleship, that recognizes Jesus Christ as Messiah and model for the Christian life and prizes a

high level of commitment and free conviction;

1 an ethic of scholarship, that believes academic achievement to be a logical out-come of intellectual
stewardship and esteems both discipline and creativity;

1  an ethic of service, that deems concern for the powerless to be intrinsic to the Christian gospel and stresses
peacemaking and voluntary service;

1 an ethic of integrity, that celebrates the fundamental connections between spirit and mind, faith and
learning, individual and community and fosters personal development through participation in a range of
activities.

Bethel’s curriculum is founded on a general education program in the liberal arts and sciences and is geared
toward students of moderate to high academic ability. The Common Ground curriculum provides all students the
shared experience of six distinctive elements: the freshman seminar College Issues Colloquy; Convocation, an all-
school weekly assembly; travel and study experiences in Cross-Cultural Learning; courses across the curriculum in
Peace Justice and Conflict Studies; integration of faith and life, including the capstone course Basic Issues of Faith and
Life; and a URICA (Undergraduate Research, Internships and Creative Activity) project in the senior year.

The College offers majors in the traditional liberal arts disciplines and selected career areas and accredited
professional programs in athletic training, nursing, social work and teacher education. Academic development
services are provided to enhance the skills of all students. By design, Bethel’s student profile reflects its church
affiliation. At the same time, the College values diversity in its student body and seeks to enroll a variety of
individuals desiring high-quality education for the whole person.

History of Bethel College

Bethel College was founded at Newton, Kansas, in 1887 as a Mennonite coeducational liberal arts college. The
Bethel founders, religious and intellectual leaders of the 1874 immigration of Mennonites to Kansas from the Ukraine,
Prussia, Poland, Switzerland and South Germany, made higher education one of their first priorities. Little more than
a decade after the settlement, the founders chartered the College (1887) and laid the cornerstone for the main
building on a slight knoll upon the “rolling prairie” (1888). The Bethel building, designed by architects William T.
Proudfoot and George W. Bird, became one of the architectural monuments of the region. Situated on its tiny hill,
grandly called Mount Hebron, the stately building appeared “pure white and could be seen for miles,” a symbol of
the desire to do something truly significant for education and the church.

The founding vision of Bethel College was splendidly conceived. Bethel was, first of all, to serve the Mennonite
church religiously by promoting education “where the principles of the church are upheld and its historical
traditions preserved”. Equally important, Bethel was to be a liberal arts college of all fields of knowledge. The first
president, Cornelius H. Wedel, and his faculty, praised all knowledge, sacred and secular, and promised instruction
in Latin, Greek, German, English, history, literature, mathematics and more. The life of the mind, as well as
pragmatic skills, were stressed. Professor G. A. Haury lauded the role of such subjects in the curriculum as Latin.
“Latin cultivates the intellect . . . . We educate ourselves for some other purpose than merely for the race after the
almighty dollar.” The founding vision invoked the spirit of both Athens and Jerusalem. Previously, many
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Mennonites had shunned higher education as dangerous to faith. The founding of Bethel, the first Mennonite college
of higher education in the United States, pointed new religious and intellectual directions.

Bethel was a Kansas college as well as a Mennonite college. The College offered cultural and religious gifts to the
pioneer frontier community of the 1880s. The town of Newton and its environs had thus far barely advanced beyond
its cowboy and railroad origin. “The toughest, cussedest, Wild West town I ever knew,” said Buffalo Bill Cody in
describing Newton. The town and the College grew and progressed together. Bethel invited students who were
Mennonites or from other religions or cultures, thus to “pay the debt of gratitude to other denominations by opening
wide the doors of the institution, so that all may have an opportunity to partake of whatsoever advantages may be

offered bi it”. The earli students and faculi keenli sensed the uniiue challenge of being, not only the only United
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